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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages received
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Phillips
Compositional Excellence, presented by the International Tuba-Eup

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Direc
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd
wife Lisa and their two sons.

About the Music Q

Inspired by the sounds, styles and moo
family of drummer Kyle Woodring, who
in the Chicago run of Jersey Boys amg
career and takes the listener th

overture on Broadway. Eyle pa

with his

&

this overtu e work was funded by the
rvivor, ?@ eYoung, John Mellencamp, and
r gigs. T ic serves as a backstage pass to his
eries of styles aft. dies, much like one would hear in an
&!t eft a legacy of music behind for people
to remember him.

Kyle released an instrum CD ca
progressions and a
base my own wood
full ensemble

uch too young,

ed A Child’ Qetitle track is based on a series of low chord
ing ostinato. o use those same chords in the low brass and
gure off c@e’s note sequence (C-G-F-E). This builds into the first
that launche listéfier into the next section of the music. As the various
easure 42, e melodies hinting at the songs one would hear later in the
becomes ve revalent at measure 48. After this brief glimpse, the music

odswith a melody derived from the previous material. Again, the style is

@el free to take certain liberties.

%measure 103) is loosely based on the energy and style of West Side Story,
ofmn that as the music develops. The driving jazz rhythms and drum set

all the time, played shows and recorded jingles, but his true heart was in jazz. I did not know
til after&written the jazz section of this piece.

As the jazz concludes, fragments of the opening material return and the piece comes to a
powerf clusion. Again, in my mind, this was “just the beginning of the show.” This music allowed
me tor y childhood, when I would visit my grandparents in New York and they would always
tak@to ow. It made a huge impact on me and [ am glad I now have the chance to share that with
oth

deepest thanks go to the Woodring family for not only making this piece possible, but for sharing
so many wonderful stories and being such amazing supporters of the arts. While Kyle may no longer
be with us, his legacy is stronger than ever. Also thanks to Beth Bousfield and the Mason High School
Symphonic Band for commissioning and premiering the piece. Kyle was a graduate of Mason High School

and the premiere included many family and friends. ]
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