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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages received
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Phillips

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Direc
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd
wife Lisa and their two sons.

with his
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y the kec br;al winters involving the polar vortex.
Michigan Sch@el d and Orchestra Association District 7,
e concept of'iee, portraying both its beauty and treachery.

5 specificall§ato polar vortex, the music investigates the legends
ploratic ﬁ tarctica. From mythological animals to secret
out history but never found, Antarctica is a continent
@gstories come to life, the music takes on a restless and
easingly agg @ e tone. To best represent the continent, harmonic language
tantly walks'afine line between mild dissonance and consonance, striking a
balance between the sparkling beauty of ice and the danger it brings.
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