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The Composer

Jack Wilds (b. 1986) received his B.M. in Music Education from the University

of Texas at Austin, where he studied composition with Dr. Donald Grantham.

His music has been performed at state educators’ conferences across the country
and in international venues including the Midwest Clinic, the International

Top 100. He regularly accepts commissions for new works i
In addition to his career as a composer Mr. Wilds is an active c
educator. He lives in Kyle, Texas with his family.

Program Notes

Solstice Dance is a depiction of what I imagine a winter solsti might 1 & at the
megalithic passage tomb at Newgrange in Ireland. The passage tomb is a struct structed of
massive stones that creates a tunnel into a dark chamber. When the sun @ on the winter solstice
each year, the light strikes the doorway and crea single beam of light which stretches down the
length of the passageway, terminating in a s . In order to achieve this aesthetically striking
effect, the neolithic people of Newgrange lab erations dragging stones across daunting
hills without the aid of wheels. The pe is proje@e ever able to see it come to
fruition.

i bass drum which evoke a ritual

g motive throughout the piece. The glissando in the

t. The metivelintroduced by the clarinets in the 3rd
d

the first time by the flutes in measure 16.

The piece begins with two fortiss

gathering drum. This will beco

timpani part should

measure is derived from laye

The ascending notes i ut above the others, so the 1st clarinet part

should be the most i . easure 4, the flutes introduce another motive that
@( should be played with emphasis and a slight lift

a head at measure 10. The accented notes here should be connected with
e decrescendo easure 12 should be quick and dramatic to set the stage for the
e@, all grace notes should be played with full tone and strong
er dyna vels. At measure 32, the timpani and bass drum parts should be
(o) e grace notes should be played as glissandi.

t change in orchestration occurs and the euphoniums and horns should
ickly to make way for the higher timbres. The new percussion colors are vital here
ould be e asized. The piece builds to a wild crescendo from measures 44 to 51. The triplet
figures are important in this section.

A percu ove begins at measure 55. Hand claps enter loudly a few measures later but should
come d olume dramatically after the first couple of measures. All subtle changes in the
per@m ove should be played with emphasis as they first enter then fade back to equal volume
with

other parts. The wind parts here are an elaboration on earlier material, but the hypnotic
Vssion groove is the main event in this section.
T

e remainder of the piece should build in intensity to the end. For maximal effect, percussion
dynamics should be followed with carefully in measures 92, 94, and 96.
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