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The Composer

Tyler S. Grant (b. June 23, 1995) has written numerous award-winning works for
concert bands, marching bands and chamber groups; many of which have been
performed across the world. His band music is regularly found on Editor’s
Choice List’s from various international music distributors in addition to being
performed by various district and state honor bands. He is the recipient of
numerous ASCAP Plus Awards and was recently named a winner in the 2014

“Call for Fanfares” Competition hosted by the Dallas Wind Symphony. He
regularly accepts commissions for new works and produces new publications for
bands and chamber groups each year. Notable performance venues of h
include: The Midwest Clinic, The Southeastern Trumpet Festival, T Ma

districts and honor bands at the elementary, junior-high, and

Tyler currently resides in Birmingham, Alabama and is

Program Notes

“We choose to go to the moo
not because they are easy,
President John F. Kenne

space -race” between the

United States and .From t nt that Kennedy gave his
” spee l@e two countries would seek to be
3 {p ce Mission: Apollo seeks to capture

ic Apollo 11 mission. The opening

rly mornin, 16 1969 as the astronauts climbed the

et for laun¢h. Fhe main-theme of the work is based on an
3 i ertainty (designed to symbolize the unknown

t face the astro the coming days). The music builds as the

and the auts start their rapid ascent into space. The tempo

kly picks up ecraft hurls towards the moon at a speed of 3,000+
er secon ic then introduces new melodic motifs that portray
iew from the indow” as the astronauts experience a new-found
prospectl our galaxy that very few get to see. The piece then slows down as
the lunar— e (LEM) breaks away from the command-module and astronauts
Nell g and Buzz Aldrin make the difficult maneuvers necessary to safely

moon Armstrong opens the capsule, climbs down the ladder, and
ke he first step onto the powdery lunar surface as he makes the famous “one
step...” declaration. With limited power and oxygen, the astronauts quickly
leave having only spent two and-a-half hours on the moon’s surface. The music
plcks up speed as the spacecraft hurls back to earth and prepares for re-entry.
As the command module enters the earth’s atmosphere, the small melodic
fragments from before are re-introduced to create an energetic conclusion to
this successful mission!

Mission: Apollo was commissioned by Marsha Asquith and the 2015 Madison
County Honor Band of Huntsville, AL (the birthplace of the Saturn V Rocket).
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Duration: 5:00

commissioned by the Madison County (Alabama) Middle School Honor Band
in celebration of the organization’s 10th anniversary

MISSION: APOLLO

TYLER S. GRANT
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