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The Arranger

Chris Sharp, Ph.D. is a professional composer, arranger and orchestrator currently
living in Sanford, Florida. Educated at the University of Florida and the University of
Miami, he has served the music field in a wide range of capacities. As a trombonist,
Dr. Sharp worked as a full-time performing musician and band leader at Walt Disney
World for eleven years. In addition, he has served as an arranger/orchestrator for
the Disney parks worldwide since 1984, providing music for atmosphere groups, live
shows, recording sessions and national television broadcasts. He also has written for
numerous freelance clients including Universal Studios, SeaWorld, Ringlirlg Brothers
and Barnum & Bailey Circus, the Boston Pops, the Dallas Brass and sev
bands including the famed USAF Airmen of Note.

Dr. Sharp is an active music educator, with experience teac
high school and college levels. He is currently serving as Dir
Seminole State College in Sanford, FL. where he conducts the inst
and teaches music theory and humanities courses. Dr.
and guest conductor on numerous occasions, and h
adjudicator judging for several organizations incl
Corps International. His compositions and
have enjoyed widespread performance
Midwest Clinic. He has received the

Welcome the yuletide s zy style w1% Jing, Jingle!
d

St. Nick meets B d his re rummer Gene Krupa in this
inventive take on the ells. It begins with the iconic toms
solo launchi d&hen the full ensemble enters on the
chorus, s dd to the festlw d. After a call-and-response section
ssjand woodwi ctions, Jolly Old St. Nicholas makes his

out the

o be accessible ide range of bands, this piece can also serve as
ion to Amw swing music first heard in the late 1930s, and which
ame mainstr p r music through the WW Il era. It can be conducted in
er cut tim 4/4. Be sure that the triplet subdivision elemental to the
style is maintained consistently throughout for an authentic rendering.
Younger m‘Eicians tend to rush the offbeats, particularly on the “and” of beat four

(as in the y beginning at measure 11). Close attention and adherence to the
rhyth established by the percussion will help maintain the feel. The drum

rum, bass drum and cymbal parts to involve more performers.

mportant to this style are the numerous slurs and articulation markings
mdlcated throughout the score. Without these, the piece may end up sounding

§ n be played either by a single musician on a kit, or divided into separate

choppy and trite. Players unfamiliar with this style may benefit from hearing
recordings of Sing, Sing, Sing as performed by the Goodman orchestra. The Famous
1938 Carnegie Hall Jazz Concert is a good resource for this and is widely available.
Above all, have fun!
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