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The Composer

Travis J. Weller is an active arranger, composer, educator and advocate of music
education. He has been the Director of Bands at Mercer Area Middle-Senior High
School since August of 1995. He holds a Ph.D. in Music Education from Kent State
University, a Master’s Degree in Music Education from Duquense University, and
completed his undergraduate work at Grove City College. Travis is also a member
of Phi Beta Mu (Nu Chapter), ASCAP, and the National Band Association. He has
presented on instrumental music education at the PMEA State Conference,
professional development sessions for music education, and secondary music
methods classes at area colleges and universities. He has been a contrib
for articles in Teaching Music, The Instrumentalist, The PMEA Journal, Phi

composer in residence sessions with school bands across Pe
and Ohio.

In 2009, his piece Journey to the Prairie received 3rd pl
Ticheli Composition Contest. In addition to commissi
groups and community bands, he has received seve
nominations, several Bandworld Top 1001 :
has received a number of reviews of hij

I nd
St pieces for
collegiate

band have been performed by groups

level. Notable performances have been gi i 1 w@ Ensemble,
Westminster College Wind Ensemble, i ity Youth Bras%n (Pittsburgh),
the Marks Concert Band (Hermitage, Pa. A All-Statel€oneert Band, The
Florida State Summer Wind Ensemble, the Carnegie n ollege Summer
Wind Ensemble, YoungstowndState University Band, lorida State University

Concert Band, and The Van
Mercer with his wife, t

ook College Symphoni¢ Band. Travis resides in
aughters and a son.

sic
er slave,m on the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad in the

ivi . drilling a hole through Big Bend Mountain in

%llenged to a worker’s duel — his hammer versus the

the jobs of many of the men he called friends. From the

d, the legend of Henry beating the drill only to die with his
srew in story and song. This Old Hammer developed into a work
song — a scc)@here the rhythms served to synchronize physical movements in

groups su he grueling hammering common working on the railroad.

W. tl‘@ not the legend told through the song is completely accurate, Henry
mbelizes several true and classic ideals: dedication to one’s obligations,
ting the people around you, and seeing a project through to the end —
important principles in any walk of life. Through his decisions and actions, Henry
confronted deeper issues still relevant today — namely protection in the workplace,

®\ human dignity, and justice. His story is further a reminder that while we are living

in an age of technology, some things still need a decidedly human touch to be
authentically created. Our students in the performing arts need this reminder as

we embark on each new artistic effort.

original folk song in the opening section before embarking into a driving and
determined race between Henry and the steam engine. Thank you in advance
for your support of this music, and [ wish you and your ensemble well as you get
to work on Hammer and Rail!

VQ In this setting of This Old Hammer I wanted to capture the simplicity of the

B1632



Rehearsal Suggestions

During the opening of the song, proper observance of dynamic levels and shading
are of paramount importance. The flute is marked as optional solo for directors to
consider depending upon their instrumentation and overall ensemble balance.
Encourage the trumpets to put their bell about one inch from their stand for the
opening 3 measures that they play. For the towing chain, [ would suggest having

a three foot section dropped onto a piece of plywood or your stage floor (this
instrument can be doubled and players can alternate measures to preserve their
strength!).

Remind your lower voices to stagger breathe as needed beginning at measure 11
while the rest of the ensemble gradually increases the tempo. The train whistle (in
the upper woodwinds) and the steam signal that the race between Henry a e
drill has started. By measure 15, the ensemble should have established a ste
tempo that stays in place the rest of the song. In measures 20 (clarinets) and 2
(lower voices) should take notice of the small melodic snippet from This
Hammer that begin to emerge.

After a short development section that begins at measure 36, the o
song returns in the lower voices against developed material.in

saxophones at measure 46. It is important to balance th
still leaving room for the running eighth notes in the
melody leaves the lower voices at measure 53, reming
moving back into a supporting role of the melody. The
about through the fortepiano markings add extra contra: ement

t e
closing measures of the piece. Remind the students to begin‘each note it%ed
attack and sustain with a good air stream as the note swells and incé v e.
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