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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages received
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Phillips

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Direc
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd
wife Lisa and their two sons.
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f Imagmatzgw ommissioned to honor the grand opening

olic Scho he Ecole Centennial School in Swift Current,

ada). T als of both schools emphasized the need for
s to be a place f ing and creativity, and in further illustration of this
ools wer nstructed with a great deal of input from students and
of Bands, Ross Kuglin. Students contributed to murals,
ign concep re. | was struck by this emphasis on creativity, something
as been pu away from many schools throughout the world, and this sparked

m researc% nto famous quotes about imagination and creativity, and I quickly

stumbled is well-known quote:
“I a n is more important than knowledge. Knowledge is limited. Imagination
e world.”
t Einstein

Thls quote and the resulting music serve to remind us how powerful creativity and
1mag1nat10n can be. Cornerstones of our humanity, they allow us to reach new heights
when fully explored. Knowledge will always be important in society, but it will never
have the same influence as those who bring extraordinary creativity and imagination
to what they do. Let this piece serve as a reminder to those who have forgotten - our
future lies in the imagination and creativity of today’s youth.
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commissioned to honor the grand opening of All Saints Catholic School and Ecole Centennial School

Swift Current, Saskatchewan (Canada); Ross Kuglin, Director of Bands

FANFARE ON A THEME OF IMAGINATION

“Imagination is more important than knowledge.
Knowledge is limited. Imagination encircles the world.” — Albert Einstein
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