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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages received
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Phillips

Symphony Hall. He has also served as an Adjunct Pro mental C

and Acting Symphonic Band Director a

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Direc i r The FJH
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd with his

wife Lisa and their two sons.

isiana (Gerald Guilbeaux,
the joie @vre (joy of life) of the great Cajun
y is complet riginal, it certainly draws on the
ic. As the music develops, small phrases
iving rhythmic countermelodies. Elements
but never in full form.

i on fragments of the Navy Hymn, Eternal Father,
ve. Dedicatei t mory of former band members Elton Gray Wade,
r

e piece honors Gray’s military service during World War
o the surrounding material in the piece, yet comes back
the end of the work to unify the entire piece.

offers a sta
rious form

The coda section is written as one giant fugue that continuously builds into the
final mass@orale, which features all the previous music in heroic fashion.
As the mus aws to a conclusion, three powerful chords form a satisfying and

men” to close the work.
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