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The Arranger

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups
ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore

Compositional Excellence, presented by the International Tuba-

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements wit
regional honor bands and orchestras along with univ
Notable guest conducting appearances have inclu
International Band Clinic, National Associati
School Band Directors Association, C
Symphony Hall. He has also served as

and Acting Symphonic Band Directo ersity in Marg§la
Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Directo tal Publicﬁs or The FJH
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdale e reside altimore with his

wife Lisa and their two sons.

About the

When [ was he Ohio l& Band, I was told that they always
r-Spangled Banner. | had recently revisited one of
call - a performance by Bruce Hornsby and
Star Game. The arrangement visibly stunned
ir eyes by the end. It truly struck me as well
t stayed true in form (and time signature) to the
rought a ense emotional element. This version is the result.
ins i uming manner and steadily builds, rises and falls
throughout. Ju@s its peak, the music returns to the opening textures and

udes in a ve eartwarming, compassionate way.

of the orig ersion. It is perfectly appropriate for audience members to stand

t the premiere, I did not mention anything to the audience. They sat

m re 9, when the melody began. Then, without saying a word, the entire
ce stood together. After the piece was over, everyone just stood in silence
inute before applauding. It was magical, and I thank the Ohio All-State Band
for their wonderful performance at the premiere.

Except forw)rt 8-measure introduction, the arrangement follows the exact form
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for the Ohio All-State Band
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