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(UKRAINIAN DANCE)
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The Composer

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana and a 1985 graduate of VanderCook
College of Music in Chicago. A seasoned music educator, Mr. Owens is active as a

composer, conductor and clinician throughout the United States and Canada. Mr. Owens
has written nearly 200 commissioned and published works for concer
string orchestra. His music has been programmed at prestigious

ally a male-d ted domain, it would later be adopted

mixed ce groups. Largely improvised and physically

ular dance is Knownor high leaps, squatting kicks and swift
Xally means “hop” or “to jump”.

The origins of th e back iEt@th century in the territory now

ord “hopak® li
quickly set pace for this energetic work. The main dance
heard shortly th, evolving as it passes through the various sections
ble. The %er iddenly slows to the tune of a carefree trombone solo,

e k to the original lively mood. The intrepid dance increases
ending with a wonderfully brazen finish.

earsal Suggestions

Meticulo ntion to dynamics and style markings are vital for an effective
perfo ce.

As elody passes from section to section, care must be taken by supporting

o not overpower. Percussion parts must be tastefully played at all times.

In the section at measure 49, the solo should be played freely and boisterously.

Take the final section at measure 113 as fast as possible to add spirit and excitement
to your performance. The final “HEY” may be omitted for contest/festival purposes.
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