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EYES OF THE DRAGON

FJH YOUNG BAND

Travis J. Weller
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The Composer

Travis J. Weller is an active arranger, composer, educator and advocate of music
education. He has been the Director of Bands at Mercer Area Middle-Senior High
School since August of 1995. He holds a Ph.D. in Music Education from Kent State
University, a Master’s Degree in Music Education from Duquesne University, and

a Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education from Grove City College. Travis is also a
member of Phi Beta Mu (Nu Chapter, current President), ASCAP, and the National
Band Association. He has presented on instrumental music education at the PMEA
State Conference, professional development sessions for music education, and
secondary music methods classes at area colleges and universities. He has\been a
contributing author for articles in Teaching Music, The Instrumentalist, The PMEA
Journal, Phi Beta Mu International Newsletter, National Band Association.Journal, and
Learning and Leading with Technology. He is in frequent demafidyas a guest ¢enductor
for honor bands and composer in residence sessions with schoolbands across
Pennsylvania, New York and Ohio. He has been a composer in résidence with bands
from East Stroudsburg North, Central York Junior and Senier High S¢heols, afnd was
part of the 2013 Composer Symposium at VanderCook Lollegé,in Chicago, Illlinoig.

In addition to commissioned works from school groups and community bands;he
has received several J.W. Pepper Editor’s €hoiee nominatiens, several Bandworld
Top 100 nominations, four ASCAP Plus@Awards; and has received a number of
reviews of his works by The Instrumentalist. His piegces for band have been performed
by groups ranging from elementary to the collegiate level. Notable performances
have been given by Grove City College Wind Ensemble, Westmifister College Wind
Ensemble, the River City Youth Brass Band (Pitfsburgh), the Marks Concert Band
(Hermitage, Pa.), The PMEA All-State Concert Band, The Flosida‘State Summer Wind
Ensemble, the Carnegie Mellon Pre-College Summerind Ensemble, Youngstown
State University Band, The Florida State University Coneert Band, and The
VanderCook College Syniphonie Band. Travis resides in Mercer with his wife,

their three daughters and a son.

About the Music

Established through felk traditions in both Emrope and Asia, dragons have become legendary creatures
inspiring countless stories, movies, booksjand games in many different cultures. While some cultures

in Asia haVe portrayed the dragon.as a type of large water-snake, many European stories have depicted
them with scales, dorsal fins, foutlégs and wings. Some lore holds that dragons were fire-breathing, or
poisonousilike the creature depicted’in the poem Beowulf. Described as creatures of immense size and
power, a warrior's mettlefwould be tested if they could defeat a dragon in battle. This programmatic work
for young band includes energetic rhythms in minor tonality depicting an epic battle between a solitary
warrior and a dragon that threatens his kingdom. The warrior must risk fighting in close proximity to the
immense beast, so close that he will meet The Eyes of the Dragon.

Rehearsdl'Suggestions

The intengity ef the tempo is important for the vitality of the piece. I strongly encourage ensembles to
listen carefully)during rehearsal and performance for not only balance, but also to convey a unified
articulation style on lines shared across the band. When not indicated by another articulation marking,
wind players should seek to play all lines with an even articulation style. There are some instances of
chrofmatic movement and dissonance in the wind parts — encourage students to embrace the tension in
the sound canvas. As the texture changes at measure 54, remind students of the sustained crescendo
that must culminate at measure 71 with a full, intense ensemble sound. It may be advantageous for
directors to assign the notes for the ensemble at measure 98 so there is balance and maximum tension.
Thank you in advance for your support of this music, and [ wish you and your ensemble well as you meet

The Eyes of the Dragon!
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Mallet Percussion
(Bells, Xylophone)
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(Snare Drum,
Bass Drum),
Percussion 2
(Suspended Cymbal,
Crash Cymbals, Gong)
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(Finger Cymbals,
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