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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University

Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr.
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the i
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the

International Band Clinic, National A iati c erican

School Band Directors Association, (%: Meyerhoff
f Tstrumental Conducting

and Acting Symphonic Band Director at Towson Uni ityiinMaryland.
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his d somewhat WQ dance depicts a broken marionette that is
tempti dance, cause of tangled strings and other problems, is not

e to do so pr y. uickly as the 2nd measure, strings begin to tangle and
usic port truggles of the broken marionette. Eventually, it appears
he marionettéhas found its way, only to unravel completely as the music
seeks to cgy the final awkward movements of this poor character as the curtain

comes dowit. One last “hurrah” helps put a smile on the faces of the audience just
befor curtain closes.
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Duration: 1:30 commissioned by the Roseville Area Summer Band Program
Roseville, Minnesota; Joe Churchich, Aaron Freed, Katie Hauser, Directors
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