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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages received
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Phillips
Compositional Excellence, presented by the International Tuba-Eup

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Direc
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd
wife Lisa and their two sons.

About the Music Q

This work began with its title and s nd of natu@ set it musically in a minimalistic
style. Essentially, the entire piece is imple rhyth sequences of notes that are slowly
combined and then broken do hlft between directions throughout

with his

the piece, beginning with do ovement (me&sure ), transitioning to upward movement
(measure 19) and eyentuall 0 downward moye t. As the title implies, these small cells
are also juxtapos‘ith ot : i p&“out of phase,” either because of staggered
entrances or augme stof der are present throughout, including literal
depictions (bass drum i i gurative depictions (forceful tutti sections and
thick, complex Ultimately, the storm passes and leaves a soft rain

, S).
(created by the i @ngering minimalistic devices and effects.
rformed immediately on each downbeat, without any

andos. Meas 17 will require a bit of rehearsal since the tempo change

middle of a ph , but it will be very effective once the ensemble understands how
d. At measurq ;nd throughout, the bass drum should not overplay the crescendo -
hat it onl s to mp at first! Chimes are instructed to use a triangle beater throughout
- th d hit t e p of the chime (literally on top of the chime, not the edge). It creates a
hollow, hauntin undh Let it ring. At measure 111, do not let the ensemble slow down too quickly.
should be very al all the way into measure 123. At 123, students are instructed to pat their
hs at random (and not too quickly!) — this should create the sound of a gentle rain. At measure
123, d1v1 ns as necessary so that a decent number of students are still patting their thighs
and are during the chorale. At measure 141, all students can continue patting, provided there
is n% change in volume. The very end should simply fade out — there is no need to get to the

easure (in fact, [ originally ended the piece at measure 150 and wrote “repeat as needed,
ading out”).

rad Hinkson, Director). It was premiered with the composer conducting.

‘ smg Thunder was commissioned by the Temecula Middle School Band in Temecula, California
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Duration: 5:00 commissioned by the Temecula Middle School Band

Temecula, California; Brad Hinkson, Director
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