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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages received
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Phillips
Compositional Excellence, presented by the International Tuba-Eup

and Acting Symphonic Band Director a
Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Direc i r
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd with his

wife Lisa and their two sons.

About the Music

Those familiar with my music know o take trad@l styles of music and rework
them in a completely new way. Suc e with March olique, a piece that borrows
elements of the traditional concert marc ets the i contemporary framework to
create a work that can actu ion as a march &{‘nain concert piece.

The work makes ?nsive itone (it is t rst interval in the piece other than unison
and is also in the fina the tr s an expansive, dark harmonic language.

Marked “menacing a i es across as direct and almost somewhat invasive.
undation of the entire work and remains

ea comes to the forefront (alto sax, measure 46). This idea is also present in the
ction, but beco ore prominent moving forward. What follows is a long, steady build

re 72, the & "gt” section. This bombastic part of the piece is presented as a simple
e

hile the play a melody based on loose variations of the Dies Irae. This leads into
la main rhythmic idea of the piece in unison before the intensity subsides

cter of the music continues). The final melodic statement is presented in the

unding almost like a fading growl before one final spark ignites with the last chord.

et the unsettlin
reeds,

instrum d a lot of color articulation (creating unique timbres that coincide with articulation
int

Percuss% an important role throughout the work. In addition to maintaining pulse, the

. Players on instruments such as crash cymbals, splash cymbal, china cymbal, sand
blo ratchet should be extremely aware of the wind sections that play along with them -

Qca e, if a splash cymbal is playing with trumpets, it should sound like the trumpets are
ulating with a “splash” of color.

arche Diabolique was commissioned by the North Carolina Bandmasters Association Eastern
District for the 2014 All-District Middle School Symphonic Band.



Duration: 3:45 commissioned by the North Carolina Bandmasters Association Eastern District

premiered by the All-District Symphonic Band
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