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The Composer

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana and a 1985 graduate of VanderCook
College of Music in Chicago. A seasoned music educator, Mr. Owens is active as a

composer, conductor and clinician throughout the United States and Canada. Mr. Owens
has written nearly 200 commissioned and published works for concer
string orchestra. His music has been programmed at prestigious

and hotter stars in se. With the tness of 100 galaxies, a quasar

(quasi-stell se source of light in the universe.

This lumi is believed to b%& sive black hole surrounded by an accretion
f gas that spiralsjaround it. A quasar will gradually attract this
nd other% and ferociously pull it into its black hole with

nal pull sorbed in this fashion results in a massive

d an explosive e of radioactive energy and light, giving the

tinct ch ristic. The closest quasar discovered is approximately
0 million ligh Y y from earth.

While we can fee m 93 mié’o%es away, there are yet brighter

boisterous ning and brisk tempo portrays the speed of light itself. Sudden
sts” of sound and lingering dissonant sounds are characteristic of the massive,
unpredict dlscharges of light and radiation. The serene slow section offers a
glimps 1n e distant universe. As the music becomes stronger, the power of the

b C can be perceived. The tempo once again becomes brisk and sweeping
style, color and texture are heard as the music drives to its fiery finish.
earsal Suggestions

Wlth the vibraphone use a harder mallet in the fast sections and a softer mallet in
the slow section at measure 60. If a vibraphone is not available, a marimba will be
a suitable substitute. As the fast sections are largely powerful, the slower section
at measure 60 must be equally gentle. At measure 68, sonority and smoothness
should be stressed. While the music offers several opportunities for the percussion
instruments to stand out, they must not overpower.
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