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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages received
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Phillips
Compositional Excellence, presented by the International Tuba-Euphoni

School Band Directors Association, CBDNA, the Ke
Symphony Hall. He has also served as an Adjunct Pr

and Acting Symphonic Band Director at in Maryland
Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Directg icati @I‘JH
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd ‘ i i ith his

wife Lisa and their two sons.

About the Music

Gregory Mantone was an all-state and ium playe@grew up on Long Island,
New York. He was majoring in music a egewhenat ar accident took his life. He was
sland where his father is still the

the product of the Mt. Sinai School District, district of L
Director of Music and Applied A ture, it finds its form through a wealth

i
of emotions. In this particular xpﬁt&sw of a lyrical nature that would become

more uplifting as it loped ess of writing Forever.... In many ways, the title
seems incredibly appr t& ill continue to be uplifting long after the

music ends.

The first four note i rm the e asis upon which the work is developed. The line always
moves in an lly"presented in a texture with several layers, yet within the
context of a orchestra main theme first emerges (in its entirety) at measure 14

f pause after rmata. A euphonium solo, representing Gregory, symbolically

ic moves into a slowly developing transition. The uplifting 4-note
@es ever-present as the music builds. What follows is a series of
igned to surprise the listener and elicit a smile of unexpected satisfaction.
sic moves to a secondary dominant and a pedal F begins to sound as

it cream for the natural key change to Bb Major. At measure 44, that key change
ears to have hap , as the 4-note motive does occur in Bb. However, after just two notes, the
r's ear isisuddenly pulled in a different direction in a powerful metaphor. The last two notes of

the motive in,Bb owerlap with the first two notes of the melody in Eb (beats 1 and 2 of measure 45),

and for a , the melody exists in two different worlds. Finally, the ear comes to accept the tonality
of Eb just as soon as this becomes reality, the piece abruptly shifts (finally!!) into B> Major
s

(just 4 res after the deceptive key change). The point of this sequence (my favorite of the entire

pl@d o-fold: first, to avoid the typical conventions associated with lyrical music; and second, to

cr quick series of euphoric events designed to impact the listener and performer. There is no doubt

v the piece leaves the audience with a sense of uplifting energy while simultaneously paying respects
a talented young man who will now be commemorated “forever.”

Forever... was commissioned by the Mount Sinai Community in New York and was premiered by
conductor Brian Mankuta. W
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FOREVER...

commissioned by the Mount Sinai Community
Mount Sinai, New York; Brian Mankuta, Conductor

for Gregory Mantone BRIAN BALMAGES
(ASCAP)
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