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The Composer
William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana and a 1985 graduate

string orchestra. His music has been programmed at presti
the Midwest Clinic and appears on required music lists both
Principal commissions include those from the Californi

Arts and the Texas University Interscholastic Leagu i t
ASCAPIlus award and a two-time recipient o lence

in Composition. Professional member ] osers

Program

The Zia sup ol originated witbth&tive American Zia Pueblo Indians located

e design reflec w ibal philosophy that all things in the
mon har The four directions of the symbol are of great
ey believe man has four sacred obligations:

a clear min spirit, and a deep regard for the welfare of others.

ia symbol as the official insignia of its state flag.

ody,

Mexico a@
e work opens a nting recorder (flute) solo with the effect of the wind
ing and le ring in the background. A robust, harmonically rich tribal
is soon hea ith the beat of drums, maracas and “marching” adding to the
drama. Th@lsic climaxes briefly before the tribal recorder solo is heard once again,

ending as eriously as it began.

sal Suggestions

order is not available for the opening section, a flute will make a suitable
su stitute. Trumpet, horn and euphonium should blow air slowly and calmly while
movmg the valves (rotors) slowly, as this represents a gentle breeze. The plastic bags
represent leaves blowing in the wind and should be crumpled slowly and gently.
Wads of 5-7 plastic grocery bags can be made by placing one inside the next.
While the event itself is quite tragic, the section at measure 13 is written in a brisk
tempo to represent the resilience of a proud people. Percussion must play tastefully
throughout and take care to not overplay the accents. The end section should be
quite rubato and the “wind” and “blowing leaves” effects should fade gradually and
loosely rather than together.
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commissioned by the Keller Middle School Wind Ensemble; Keller Texas
dedicated to Mr. Steve Winslow for his love and support of the students and staff
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