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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages received
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Phillips

and Acting Symphonic Band Director a
Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Direc i r
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd with his

wife Lisa and their two sons.

either called forth

ation” was@al in which a deity was
ned away:. It i&o numerous references to magic
throughout hi

awide of cultures and societies. It has
xin relation to both good and evil.
at s the dark and mystical while adding an
Iéergy. Although not written with a specific
C

inly includes many programmatic elements

nded by harmonies that become increasingly complex
dev S. intent was to explore lyrical lines that are somewhat
em over harmonies and textures that are unsettling.

e second sec (marked “Relentless™) begins, the music completely changes
character, ming more aggressive, outward, and rhythmic (yet still retains
its dark ar@nacing character). This section is characterized by the use of
polyp ic writing while also continuing the harmonic intensity of the opening.
e everal "emotional shifts" that occur throughout this portion of the piece,
esighed to further the instability of the entire work.

Asthe final section begins, there is a brief respite from the intensity that has been
present from the very beginning of the work; however, an underlying element of
tension remains (and is immediately conveyed through the use of aleatoric flutes
that echo the previous musical ideas) while the piece transitions into a quieter,
more reflective passage. Elements from the opening begin to emerge and are
combined with new themes that allude to the material yet to come. Inspired by
the end of Respighi's Pines of Rome, this final section builds slowly and steadily
as the music sets a series of ever-intensifying melodic statements over a constant
harmonic progression of only two chords. Rhythm continues to develop as well,
becoming faster and faster until the music reaches an emotional climax where
chimes are played as fast as possible. The opening four-note motif returns once
more, uniting the entire work before the final powerful chord.

FEvocatio was commissioned by the East Mecklenburg High School Symphonic Band
in Charlotte, North Carolina; Scott Clowes, Director.
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