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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated gro
ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, 1nclud1ng the
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Mia i

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements
regional honor bands and orchestras along with u

Symphony Hall. He has also served as
and Acting Symphonic Band Directot

Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He altimore with his

wife Lisa and their two so
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nchantmﬁ piece that seeks to portray magical moments

ost sim most powerful. It has an air of mystery and
that slowly tra s into feelings of power and confidence. Students
on com ating this change in emotion as the music develops.

1 opportunity for discussing musical expression so

w they need to make changes to the sound (dynamics and
iece evolves. In addition, they should understand the overall
ce (intensity should increase throughout the entire work before it
suddenly ishes at the end).

arc of the

ch nt was conceived during a trip to Asheville, North Carolina, where |
ctmg at the American School Band Directors Association's National

on ntlon It was there that I met Robert Kroll, Director of Bands at West Middle
ol in Rochester Hills, Michigan. The piece is correlated with Measures of
Success® Book 1, Opus 3. Wind players do not have any eighth notes and use

very conservative ranges throughout. While no slurs are used in this piece,
directors are welcome to teach students to connect beats 3 and 4 (either through
tenuto articulations or through slurs). The demonstration recording features this

approach.
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Duration: 1:20

for the West Middle School Sixth Grade Band

Rochester Hills, Michigan; Robert Kroll; Director
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