42

Hear and download this
piece at www.fjhmusic.com

v

FJH YOUNG BAND

SPIT-FIRE

William Owens

&ﬁ

QQ»

Instrumentation

1 - Conductor’s Full Score 2 - Baritone/

4 - Flute 1 Euphonium
4 - Flute 2 2- Bz

2 - Oboe 4-1

2 - Bassoon 1-1

5 - Bb Clarinet 1 2-Ma '

5 - Bb Clarinet 2

2 - Bb Bass Clarinet

2 - Eb Alto Saxophone 1
2 - Eb Alto Saxophone 2
2 - Bb Tenor Saxophon
2 - Eb Baritone S
4-Bb Trumpet
4- Blv
4 F Hor

3 - Percussion 1
Snare Dr
Bass Dr%

- Pera@‘n

S
{ml Trash Can
iangle
ercussion 3

Bar Chimes

2 Tr Crash Cymbals

Vibraslap

one 2

Suspended Cymbal

FJH is now using a high-speed sorting system for parts.

It all single page parts are collated before multiple page parts.

=m

I
AN

£l

o
I

.ﬁ-<n

FrankJ Hackinson

2525 Davie Road, Suite 360
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33317-7424

www.fihmusic.com

Grade 2.5
[ ]




The Composer

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana and a 1985 graduate of VanderCook
College of Music in Chicago. A seasoned music educator, Mr. Owens is active as a
composer, conductor and clinician throughout the United States and Canada. Mr. Owens
has written nearly 200 commissioned and published works for concert band and
string orchestra. His music has been programmed at prestigious venues such as
the Midwest Clinic and appears on required music lists both national
Principal commissions include those from the California Band Directors
the Chicago Public Schools Bureau of Cultural Arts, the Sout
Arts and the Texas University Interscholastic League. He is
ASCAPlus award and a two-time recipient of the Forrest L. Buc
in Composition. Professional memberships include ASCAP, the
Forum and the Texas MEA. William resides in Fort Wor

Program Notes

The 332nd Fighter Group and the 477th ment GrQre a group of African-
American pilots who fought during World War IL ASQH cially began at

Alabama’s Tuskegee Instit it would later adopt storic moniker of the
Tuskegee Airmen. Through atched bravery and ungompromising commitment
to duty, this elite fight ould become éstandard for aerial combat units

worldwide.

During World War | egee Airm subjected to intense racial
discriminati { at the hand of the infamous Jim Crow
laws. Des ardships, thes ous men trained and flew with great

tinctio eén 1941 and 19 332nd would amass many significant
i d accolad en the pilots painted the tails of their aircraft

he nickm ed-Tails” along with the motto “Spit-Fire.”

mn-like with military drum cadence in the background.
i lly builds into an imposing melodic statement as the
bat. The haunting lyrical “flying” section with an array of tonal
the powerful “battle” scene. Bombing and machine gun fire are
replicated by sporadic percussion and boisterous brass. In the midst of the chaos,
a subtle n@'}c statement can be heard (perhaps a plea for equality and justice
by th n behalf of an oppressed people). After the battle, the music then

1ctorious finish.

earsal Suggestions

\ The “urgently” section at measure 21 will yield optimum intensity and excitement
if played at the top end of the suggested metronome marking. The “flying” section
@ at measure 49 should be very smooth, but not lacking in intensity. The trombone

glissandos at measure 57 replicate diving by the aircraft. Please consider using a
harder mallet with the timpani for the “battle” section at measure 65.

\/
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Duration: 3:00

commissioned by the Southwestern Louisiana Band Directors Association
for the 2013 SLBDA Middle School Honor Band
to the USAAC 332nd Fighter Group - the Tuskegee Airmen
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