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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups
ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore

Compositional Excellence, presented by the International Tuba-

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements with

Notable guest conducting appearances have inclu
International Band Clinic, National Association for

Symphony Hall. He has also served as
and Acting Symphonic Band Directo

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Direct6 s or The FJH
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdale
wife Lisa and their two sons.

. ﬂ
ous character, Shadows Unleashed paints

mewhat mi CN ,
dows moving ir@ out of darkness as they carry on a ritualistic
i a

yful, yet at other times it takes on a more

music s
. ection should have an element of uncertainty as
et for the ce of the shadows. All entrances should be subtle,

1 . The main theme of the work emerges at measure 5
e flute an have an ominous character to it. Piano should be entirely
spheric an ance with the bells.

importan percussion play a true piano dynamic level. That will allow for

the to grow and portray the inevitable "unleashing" of the shadows.

I to the opening, the melody at this point (presented first in the clarinets)
hould be light, well articulated, and with some separation between eighth notes.

The shad‘c@egin to emerge from darkness at measure 13. It is extremely

Asthe shadows are further "unleashed" and continue their ritualistic dance,
the energy of the piece should increase as well. Students should bring out
dissonances - let them shine! At measure 42, keep tempo pushing forward and
make sure students understand that this section should have all the energy of
the previous music, just at a softer dynamic level.

At measure 23 (and later in the work), students vocalize an effect. They should
exaggerate the crescendo as much as possible and have a very crisp release on the
downbeat (think "vocalized suspended cymbal" with no ring at the end). In measure
62 and 63, work on making the diminuendo and crescendo very even.

Shadows Unleashed was commissioned by the Dover Middle School Bands
(Dover, Ohio) and their director, Joan Wenzel.

B1566



Duration: 2:30
commissioned by the Dover Middle School Bands

Dover, Ohio; Joan Wenzel, Director
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...out of the darkness (J

poco rit.
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