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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups
ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Win
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Bal

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements wi
regional honor bands and orchestras along with uni
Notable guest conducting appearances have inclu
International Band Clinic, National Associ 1

School Band Directors Association, CB off
Symphony Hall. He has also served a essor of Instru tall€onducting
and Acting Symphonic Band Directo ity i \@l

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Directo y tal Publications for The FJH
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdale, -He residéaltimore with his
wife Lisa and their two sons.

s. Jeff Zilk&eontacted me about writing a piece for his group

0; howe ature of this commission changed drastically

f Jeff's students away the day before he was to start the 8th grade.
ag a family gathering at a local pond. As the family

perately trie o grips with an impossible situation, something very

ial happen ay of the funeral, a gorgeous double rainbow formed over

ond where tepp passed away. Typically, there are only rainbows in that

area after ﬁun has risen in the east and it is raining. However, that morning the

e cannot @ ly explain something, and this is the case

sun had n risen and there was no visible rain. Once I received pictures from
mediately centered on the title Endless Rainbows.

the faa

T hallenge with this commission was to write a piece that was uplifting, yet still
ournful. I began to realize that this needed to have a film score approach, almost

li Field of Dreams type of sound. The piece centers on a very simple melody that

continues to recur in various forms and orchestrations throughout the work. It moves

from mournful to hopeful, from tragic to epic — and ultimately from darkness to light.

It seeks to epitomize an endless rainbow that will forever illuminate the skies as far

as the eye can see.

Endless Rainbows is dedicated to the Walter R. Sundling Junior High School
Symphonic Band, their director Jeff Zilke, the Stepp family, and most importantly,

Ben Stepp and his double rainbow.
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Duration: 6:30 commissioned by the Walter R. Sundling Junior High School Symphonic Band
Palatine, Illinois; Jeff Zilke, Director

ENDLESS RAINBOWS

for Ben Stepp and his double rainbow

BRIAN BALMAGES
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