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The Arranger

Chris Sharp, Ph.D. is a professional composer, arranger and orchestrator currently
living in Winter Haven, Florida. Educated at the University of Florida and the
University of Miami, he has served the music field in a wide range of capacities.

As a trombonist, Dr. Sharp worked as a full-time performing musician and band
leader at Walt Disney World for eleven years. In addition, he has served
arranger/orchestrator for the Disney parks worldwide since 1984, provi

Brass and several service bands including the famed USAF Ai

Dr. Sharp is an active music educator, with experience

at Polk State College in Winter Haven where he als
technology and arranging. Dr. Sharp has se

r

on numerous occasions, and has exten i g
for several organizations including B ' orps International.
His compositions and arrangements jazz band ha@oyed
widespread performances, including'ann ances at t i st Clinic.

He has received the ASCAPlus award i

agd i ue;ce of jazz as a stylistic and harmonic

only natural that¢his influence should extend into the widespread
musical celebrations of the holi eate Ameri¢an culture during the month of December.
Hark! The Herald Angels Swing hat. This arrangement is also a tip of the hat

i ave Brubeck. The occasional 5/4 measures will
no doubt evoke memories of iti ve.

The key to success with this i c interpretation of the swing style. This does not come
naturally to many you t universally brought up with western European sensibilities
regarding their concert ba is important to understand and incorporate the elements that
define this style

About the Music

American music would not be the same wi
element in both popular and art music s

. Therefore,

First and fore nderstandin triplet subdivision and its application to eighth notes, both by

wi the rh subdivisions of the piece. ALL eighth notes occurring on the second half
preted as,th rd note of a triplet eighth note grouping. It seems that this is particularly
chieve on the fo beat of 4/4 measures, where younger musicians often seem to be in a hurry
ext downbeat.

element& interpretation of articulations. Whereas the legato articulation often implies separation
een notes in art ic, in jazz it is an indication of NO separation — that the notes actually “touch” each other.
dditionally, notesdbea the marcato articulation should be interpreted as short and accented. Pay close attention
e slurs and provided, and instruct the musicians to not cut short notes that conclude a slurred passage,

ometim P in art music. Playing recordings of authentic jazz performances for students may be helpful,
particularlye@ of the music of jazz composer/arranger Sammy Nestico as performed by the Count Basie Orchestra.

Smallevg This piece can be successfully performed without any or all of the following parts: Clarinet 3,

Baritone Sax, Trumpet 3, Horn 2 and Trombone 3.
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