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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University and a master’s
degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions have been performed
worldwide at the state, national and international level. His active schedule of commissions
and premieres has incorporated groups ranging from elementary schools to professional
ensembles, including the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra,
University of Miami Wind Ensemble, Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble.
In 2012, Mr. Balmages received the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the
American School Band Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of
Phillips Award for Compositional Excellence, presented by the Internation
Euphonium Association.

Band Clinic, National Association for Music Educators, American School Band Directors
Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. He has also served as an Adjunct Professor of
Symphonic Band Director at Towson University in Maryland.

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Director of Instrumental Publications for T
Florida. He resides in Baltimore with his wife Lisa and their two sons.

About the Music

Vary rarely do I come across a situation where my instincts k exactly what a piece out, but my conscience does
not pick up on it until the piece is complete. So was the case wi ys United, Forever Strong: | went into the compositional
process knowing only that I wanted to write some type of r spending a ificant amount of time brainstorming
and jotting down ideas, I came across a few motives elop. It imr@tely became clear to me that the
spirit of this piece was drawn from several pieces tha erienced in reer as a performer and conductor.
The first is the Vienna Philharmonic Fanfare by Ri enjoyable musical experiences are with
brass ensembles, and I first performed this pi a'group of incredible musicians who came
together once a year to perform. Th econd s Verdi’s Re i&particularly the Tuba mirum. | first experienced
)

its sheer power as a student perfo Universi third inspiration, something completely different
than the first two, is Alfred Reed’s Fes Prel
for that very reason it holds a special p
drew from elements of all three

s is one st pieces | conducted as an honor band clinician;
my heart. Inter , the composition of Always United, Forever Strong,

ery clear to agﬂly sketched the entire piece out by hand prior to doing any
orchestration); however, | out the tit finished orchestrating the work. Then, while looking at the
structure and orchestrati it me like a tom of bricks. While I in no way specifically intended to do so, I wound
up writing a piece ftermath of Hu ne Sandy. Rather ironic, since the piece was commissioned by the
Nassau Music Edu iation on Lon d in New York. Upon completion of the piece (November 30, 2012,

nearly a mont Sand h1 ny in the area, including band directors and student musicians, were still
é ed out the title of the piece, | emailed Paul Caputo, the Vice President of

The entire structure of the

in Nassau Count ailed me the following response:

eet of water through his place. On the way home that day, | was thinking it would
ece had something to do with the victims of the storm. [ was going to email you
t ‘Who am I to tell someone what his piece should be about???’ I'm glad we ended

in all of \ [ was helping a friend on the south shore gut his house a couple of weeks ago,
nt

In thinking abouﬁﬂ , it is not quite about victims. Rather, it is about community. The music follows a single person
coming outside t orning after such a catastrophic event. This person is portrayed by a single note, which opens the
piece. Sh(‘;&eafter, additional people begin to come out, one by one (portrayed in the music). The cumulative effect
becomes apparent rather quickly. While the single original note continues to sound, the power and combination of all the
notes around it lift it up and make it glorious - clearly resulting in something that is greater than the sum of its parts.

It is in this spirit that [ offer Always United, Forever Strong. This piece is for all those who have come together in the past
and continue to do so to this day; for communities which support one another; and, most importantly, for people who
help pick each other up, lean on each other, and find a way to come out stronger than ever.
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Duration: 4:00
commissioned by the Nassau Music Educators Association

and premiered by the Nassau All County Division 4 Band, Long Island, New York

ALWAYS UNITED, FOREVER STRONG

(Fanfare for Winds and Percussion)

BRIAN BALMAGES
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