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The Composer

Travis J. Weller is an active arranger, composer, educator and advocate of music
education. He has been the Director of Bands at Mercer Area Middle-Senior High
School since August of 1995. He earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education
from Grove City College, and graduated from Duquense University with a Master’s

of Phi Beta Mu (Nu Chapter), ASCAP, and the National Band A
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Slippery Rock University, Westminster College, an iversity,
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with Technology. He has been a gues
Pennsylvania and Ohio, and was the
North Composer in Residence Series
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J.W.Pepper Editor’s Choice inations, Bandworl 100 nominations, and four
ASCAP Plus Awards. A his works have been reviewed by The Instrumentalist.
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Wind Ensemble, t Ensemble, the River City Youth Brass
, the ermitage, Pa.), the Florida State

ble, the Carn€gie lon Pre-College Summer Wind Ensemble,

University Bandythe VanderCook College Symphonic Band
the PME

All-State Concert Band.
ercer w&wife Beth, their three daughters and a son.

Summer

&

out th mission and Dedication

sters of Myth was commissioned by the Greenville High School Band (Pa.)

and their mor Mr. Eric Schrader. The piece was dedicated in loving memory to
Christ rshberger, a 17 year old young man who passed away on January 18,
2 2 a brain hemorrhage. Described as a fun-loving and entertaining student,
er s personality was never diminished by his Down Syndrome condition.

is passing, Christopher saved the lives of four people through organ
thl’l Christopher was chosen by CORE to be a Floragraph on the Donate Life
Float in the 2013 Tournament of Roses Parade. His love of music was well-known

by his friends and director, which led to the work being dedicated in his memory.
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About the Music

What if the mythical stories we learned as children were only part of the truth? What if these “monsters” that
have been hunted by man could tell us about the world from their perspective? I invite you and your ensemble
to explore the lives of three such creatures — Quasimodo, Nessie, and Sasquatch - in this work for concert band
Monsters of Myth.

The suite begins with Quasimodo (Bells for a Celebration). While some historical references refer to such a pe
Quasimodo is believed to be the horribly disfigured creature that rings the bells of the cathedral at N
Despite limits placed on his life (including never being permitted to leave the cathedral), it is
no other joy than daily ringing the bells of the grand cathedral for all to hear. The rollicking w
Quasimodo swinging from ropes sounding those enormous bells to celebrate grand celebration
streets below.

The middle movement of the suite, Sasquatch (Last Defender of the Forest), explores a ¢
and is perhaps the most misunderstood. Popular culture has at times portrayed Sasq

unintelligent, menacing and savage creature that threatens humans in the wilderness. i atch didn@
mean for his actions to harm humans, but rather intended to protect nat i
The menacing persona associated with Sasquatch is portrayed through t nsferms
into a heroic theme as the creature relentlessly moves through the fore i mal and plant@.

The suite concludes with Nessie (A Chase around the Loch). It begins on a
Loch. Many expeditions have journeyed through, in, and under the Loch in of some signof this famous
creature. The Celtic overtones of the opening give way to a sighting (“there she is!”), at whi o) non-traditional
jig begins accompanying a chase of Nessie out on the water. e various scientific o and research have
refuted the creature’s existence, one could only imagine Nessi joying the opportunit elude being seen and

caught by mere mortals.

There is a lack of hard, scientific evidence to prove 1 three a@, and our culture doesn’t
really know more than what has been recorded and spe on. While thﬁe those pursuing opportunities
to prove the existence of such creatures, the i s to holdso teresting discussions as we try
to see the world from their point of view. Th advance for yo& ort of this music, and [ wish you

and your ensemble well as you stu*md pe ers of Myth.e

tz will ch ;nslembles to steady forward motion. All notes
. The chamber groups (one brass, one woodwind)
each other and balance their lines appropriately.

but calm morning on the

Rehearsal Suggestions

t care must b to the articulation throughout this movement — encourage
isten for each other. The first half of the movement is full of dissonant
sform into a heroic theme during the second half it is important to
he percussion becomes much more active during this movement. [ would
roughout, and let the bass drum vibrate, unless otherwise marked. The
where it needs to “sizzle” before erupting at certain high points — use your normal
ibrating on all rolls prior to large strikes on certain beats.

ce
ﬁm and toms figure in prominently to the opening of the final movement. [ would
dled bass drum mallet for the work on the rim and using the same lower pitched
ployed i us movement. Oboe, clarinet and alto saxophone need to be aware of their various
solos throughou pening and strive for a unified articulation style. As the jig progresses, the texture and
intensity h€ighten and the ensemble will need to listen to each other so they are aware of the different lines present
in the soun as. Unified articulation in the many eighth note patterns in the woodwinds will be important to
achieve. Measure 52 builds dynamically to measures 56-58 — the ensemble’s ability to convey contrasting

dynamic levels and crescendos are very important in this section.

ent IlI: Nessie —
using a woo
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Commissioned by the Greenville High School Band
Dedicated in memory of Christopher Hershberger

MONSTERS OF MYTH
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