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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated gro
ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, 1nclud1ng the
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Mia i

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements
regional honor bands and orchestras along with u

Symphony Hall. He has also served as
and Acting Symphonic Band Directot

Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He altimore with his

wife Lisa and their two so

R < 3
@s for The FJH
e

roove MLQ. work that focuses on various combinations of

hree main sections along with a coda. The first
e rhythmic groove of the piece, and slowly layers
gop of the groove as part of the musical development.
ile measure o be the start of the second section, it actually functions
ansitional at simultaneously alludes to some of the rhythms and textures

material continues for some time and is juxtaposed with the grooves and textures
from the ing of the work (this juxtaposition begins at measure 62).

e section of the piece arrives at measure 78 with a much thicker textured

also with a more playful characteristic in the winds. Development occurs

ro h orchestration as additional voices continue to be layered on existing ones.

e the rhythmic ideas remain the same, new notes are introduced (measure 88)

and the work transitions into a fugue. This section continues to develop and build,
ultlmately transitioning into the third section beginning at measure 116.

The final section is centered around augmentation, where the opening melodic
ideas are now stretched and presented in a new key. An easy comparison is in the
trumpet line, comparing measures 5-12 with measures 116-123. Finally, the coda
section begins at measure 131. The music builds more dramatically at this point
and culminates at measure 140, where a host of rhythms from throughout the piece
come together in a wall of color and rhythm.

Groove Music was commissioned by the Connecticut Chapter of the American

School Band Directors Association.
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