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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His comp
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and internati

Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of illips Aw

Compositional Excellence, presented by the Internati A%ion.
As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements with numerous all-st a estras
along with university and professional groups. Notable guest conducting a west
Clinic, Western International Band Clinic, National Association for Mus @d Directors
Association, CBDNA, the Kennedy Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Ha 0 Se junct Professor of

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Director of Instrumental Publications for The FJH Music nydfic. in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida. He resides in Baltimore with his wife Lisa and their t

About the Music

Blue Ridge Reel was inspired by a r!c
Association. [ was extremely taken wi

ille for the ional Convention of the American Band Directors

visi
fun of the t cated in the mountains of North Carolina. During

the trip, I had an opportunity to luegrass bands, ing a great performance during a dinner and special
tour of the Biltmore Estate. I lov age of th ic in the mountains of the Eastern United States. Many
influences in the region co rich culture n , Ireland, Scotland and Wales. This fiddle music eventually

played a major role in the t of countr egrass music.

ays homage to the B:Eie Ridge Mountains. While influenced by the form and style of a traditional
Y

heads in som emporary directions as it seeks to mix the modern feel of a city like

ained musjeal . It is also deeply influenced by the untimely passing of Davidson
College mat i or, Rohert %on, a music lover and major supporter of local musicians. Shortly after
i i ds andefamily, gathered in downtown Davidson to participate in a New Orleans-style march

Thus, this piece ether the spirit of that New Orleans march with my own personal bluegrass

r of traditional i
thenticity of the pi ough a guiro is a suitable alternative. The piece also calls for spoons. Many instrument
now sell "musi ns" that are easy for students to pick up and play quickly (castanets are a suitable

ent if nece This piece calls for approximately 7 percussionists without any doubling (2 on keyboard
percussion, 2 o us$ion 1, and 3 on Percussion 2). Should there be extra musicians, | encourage you to have them
double, triple (k going!)... on spoons. It will help the part project and make it a whole lot of fun.

@nts are called for, especially in the percussion section. A washboard really adds to
0

The piece ommissioned in memory of Robert Whitton by the Bailey Middle School band program (Cornelius,
North Carolina) and their director Ruth Petersen. It marks my first time exploring this particular fusion of styles in the

wind band idiom, but certainly not my last!



Duration: 2:45
commissioned by the Bailey Middle School Bands

Cornelius, North Carolina; Ruth Petersen, Director
in memory of Robert Whitton, Mathematics Professor at Davidson College
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