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The Editor

James Syler (b. 1961) was born in Hyde Park, New York, and raised in New York
and Florida. In 1983, he received a B.M. degree from Northern Illinois University,
and in 1988 an M.M. degree from the University of Miami. In 1991, he continued
his studies at the University of Texas at Austin. Mr. Syler has studied composition
privately with composers Alfred Reed, Karl Korte, and Pulitzer Prize wi
Michael Colgrass.

Equally at ease with modern and traditional techniques,
have been noted for their lyricism, energy, and drama. His

United States, Europe, and South America.

Awards include the 1993 National Band Associati
grants from the American Music Center i

@ree works for military band,

h in A Major for the Taunton Band in
erture and March are among his earliest

{he Galop is currently the only existing
tandard symphonic band was edited from

Qary band. No changes were made in the original
from obscure military brass instruments to

and is undated, but is believed to have been composed
and possibly represents his Opus 47. After 1890 Bird
e Galop was his next to last composition for large ensemble.

urre
e original scoreji B@h , i i
ween 1908 @ (0 i i . i
osed very . i iti
flects his interest in dance forms (he was America’s first composer of ballets)

N\

and his lif emulation of French music. Unfortunately, nothing else is known
about this . Why it was composed or for whom remains a mystery. Whatever
% is delightful music - clear and buoyant with a humorous lightness that is
e popular galop dance.

é Bird (1856-1923) was born on farm in Belmont, Massachusetts and studied

with his father and uncle, both of whom were composers and music teachers. In 1875
he continued his studies at the Berlin Hochschule. In 1881, after a four year appointment
as organist at St. Matthew’s Church in Halifax, Nova Scotia, he returned to Berlin for
further studies. He settled in Berlin and began his career as a composer and pianist,
later becoming a friend and student of Liszt. His works are noted for their harmonically
rich late Romantic style, idiomatic scoring, contrapuntal texture and, although he
was German trained, adherence to the current concepts of French music. Bird was
among the first American composers of the late nineteenth century to bring “American”
music to European audiences. He remained in Berlin until his death in 1923.

Special thanks to William Loring, Ph.D. for his invaluable manuscript The Music of
Arthur Bird which is the only known resource on this composer.
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