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The Composer

James Stephenson’s music is a fresh and energizing soundscape that delights
audiences while maintaining integrity and worthwhile challenges for the performing
musician. This rare combination has rewarded Stephensonswith afigéing projects
and commissions. His collaborations include a concerto for‘Branford Marsalis with
Rodney Mack, a work for the Dallas Symphony, and a concerto for Philadelphia
Orchestra’s principal trombonist Nitzan Haroz.

Stephenson has been performed by many of today’s l¢ading erchestras, includinig
Cleveland, the symphonies of Houston, Atlanta, Detxéit, Baltimore, and Jacksonville;
the Rochester Philharmonic, Florida Orchestra, Grand Rapids Symphony, Naples
Philharmonic, and Lake Forest Symphon¥. His music for wind ensembleshias l€d to
commissions, performances, and recordings by bands such as the USAE Band of
Liberty, “The President’s Own” U.S. Marine Band, Boston University; and Columbus
State University. And works for brass have led tg $6lo commisgionsgrom many
top-tiered orchestral players, including those frfom the sympheonies of Boston,
Chicago, Cincinnati, Montreal, Oregon, and the Philadelphia Qxchestra.

Stephenson studied at New England Conservatory, where he earned a Bachelor of
Music degree with distinctionin trumpet performanceé. He makes his home in the
Chicago area with his wife, Sally, a performing violinist,'and their four children.

About'the Music

To the SRy is a new concert band work, written for the first graduating class of

the Skyline,High Schoolin Ann Arbor, MI. At the invitation of Director of Bands,
Jason Smith, I trayeled t6 Skyline High School in the spring of 2011 to meet with
the students, and to hear the band play. Inmediately I was struck with a wonderful
spirit and a high'lével of music making. It was fun to interact with the students,
asone by one theypleaded with me to give them a solo, or make sure their section
had a goodPart. [ hope I've satisfied their hopes!

More tlan anything I wanted to capture the excitement of a new school celebrating
it first ever graduating class. | wanted to share the promise that the future holds
for these young individuals, the sense of anticipation, and the sense of transition
freni one stage of life into another.

Thus, the piece starts with a bit of uncertainty, but immediately portrays soft

brass fanfares, slowly increasing in volume, with the melodic material always rising.
Rhythmic excitement (and hopefully fun music to play) occupies the majority of the
piece, with the fanfare material returning at the end to cap off this energizing work.

Obviously, the title is a dedication to the “Sky-line” students, but at the same time
it is an encouragement to them to take their dreams and persevere without limit:
To the Sky.

My thanks to Larry Dittmar, a longtime friend, for recommending me for this
project, and also to Jason Smith and the administration at Skyline High School,
for commissioning this work to commemorate a major milestone. I am honored

to be a part of their celebration.
. g@;\
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commissioned by and dedicated to the Skyline High School Bands

Premiered in honor of the 15! graduating class on May 31, 2012.

Ann Arbor, Michigan; Jason Smith, Director of Bands
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