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The Composer

serves as the director of bands for Weddington Mi
North Carolina. Mekel was inducted into )
Association in 2008.

ireeto
Mekel frequently serves as a guest c

ligics and
university invitationals. He is also a icator for gian ncert
band and marching band events. His c@ Ositi

performed at

the Midwest Clinic in Chicago, and at variou n@'vals, honor
band clinics, and other music educator conference ughéut the United
States. Mekel resides in Nofth\Carolina with his wife daughter.
IR N
sic N\

NASA’s rQned spaceflight program. The project
ed missi etween 1961 and 1963, establishing the

e first man to the moon.

manded the first Project Mercury spaceflight on
t ship named the Freedom 7. The flight launched from
Canaveral, Flerida and lasted approximately 15 minutes before splashing
down in the Bahamas about 300 miles away, distinguishing Shepard as the
first Ame in space.

The t@sition Project Mercury seeks to capture the spirit of Alan Shepard’s
la pace flight. The piece begins with the blastoff of Freedom 7 and its
scent into the atmosphere. The percussion timbres and vocal effects in the

s depict the metallic sounds of the rocket gantry and the various gases
\ used during liftoff. The main theme which begins at measure 8 should be
played detached and with a sense of controlled urgency. The music rises and
@ falls both melodically and dynamically throughout the piece to portray the

Q turbulent atmospheric currents during the ascent and reentry.
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