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The Arranger

Chris Sharp, Ph.D. is a professional composer, arranger and orchestrator currently
living in Winter Haven, Florida. Educated at the University of Florida and the
University of Miami, he has served the music field in a wide range of capacities.

As a trombonist, Dr. Sharp worked as a full-time performing musician and band
leader at Walt Disney World for eleven years. In addition, he has served
arranger/orchestrator for the Disney parks worldwide since 1984, provi
for atmosphere groups, live shows, recording sessions and nation

Brass and several service bands including the famed USAF Air 0
Dr. Sharp is an active music educator, with experienc

school, high school and college levels. He is curren %

at Polk State College in Winter Haven where he als theory, ic
technology and arranging. Dr. Sharp has > n or

on numerous occasions, and has exte %ging

for several organizations including B rnational.

His compositions and arrangements efjoyed

widespread performances, including idwest Clinic.

He has received the ASCAPlus award

About the Music

Ring in the holiday season with this Yuletide “ rce,” A Christmé@. tacular. Designed as a companion (or a
possible substitution) for Leroy Anderson’s p rite, A Christm stival, it contains popular carols not found
in Anderson’s arrangement. Openin thar fanfare based irst Noel and a foreshadowing quote from

Here We Come a-Caroling, it then move oas rward vessi O Little Town of Bethlehem in the clarinets
and saxophones. A stirring rendition of from the Realms@y in the low brass and clarinets is followed by
an intimate statement of Away in nger, e instrum@ es are reduced to a brass quintet. The woodwinds

A decidedly nautical version ee Ships in is followed by a swashbuckling take on God Rest Ye Merry,
Gentlemen. The woodwind cy Grainger-inspired middle phrase, and then the brass and percussion return
for a militaristic staten . umpets follow with Here We Come A-Caroling, leading into a triumphant
full ensemble statem @ ol%)le feel. The ensemble forces dwindle again for the tender Infant Holy,

; brass/clarinets and upper woodwinds.

Infant Lowly expresse alt og
i iti ] s City dissolves into a motivic transition into the realm of jazz, for a

ingi idnight Clear. A switch to a Latin feel halfway through provides extra energy

n . The woodwinds furnish a sentimental transition into a quote from Eric Satie’s
&opening stanza of The First Noél, which is orchestrated to reflect the lyric, “on a cold

” A'modulation signals the return of the full ensemble to deliver the conclusion of The
cedes a compelling return to the opening fanfare, culminating in a dramatic statement
our Heads, Ye Mighty Gates. Stunning harmonies conclude the piece in memorable fashion.

mas Specm@is erously cross-cued to allow access by smaller ensembles, and can be performed successfully
without French ho boes, bassoons or baritone saxophone. The 3rd trombone part provides color, but is not necessary
and should used in the presence of a player with good control of the lower register.

Special instructions for the percussion: for ensembles with four or fewer percussionists, a drum set part is provided
that can replace the Percussion 1 and 2 parts. If there are still not enough players for all parts, be sure to retain the
Bells/Chimes and Vibraphone parts for the color they provide, eliminating the timpani part if necessary.

[ hope your bands and audiences will enjoy the experience of A Christmas Spectacular.
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Duration: 7:15

A CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR
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