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The Composer

Travis J. Weller is an active arranger, composer, educator and advocate of music
education. He has been the Director of Bands at Mercer Area Middle-Senior High
School since August of 1995. He earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education
from Grove City College, and graduated from Duquense University with a Master’s
Degree in Music Education. In addition to his teaching duties at Mercer, Travis is a

President and County Representative for PMEA. Travis is also
Mu (Nu Chapter), ASCAP, and the National Band Association.
speaker in music education at various colleges and uni
classes and PMEA workshops, and presented at the 2 onfer
%&ks
dswcr

for concert band. He has been a guest cg 0SS
the Eastern United States, and was the i for the E troudsburg

School District Composer Series. 9
Journey e Prairie received

Travis’ compositions have received many awards. In 2009,

3rd place in the 2nd Annual Frank Ticheli Composition Contes a three-ti AP Plus Award
Winner. His pieces for concert band have been performed by group tary to the collegiate
level. Notable performances have been given by ve City College Wind ble, Westminster College

Wind Ensemble, the River City Youth Brass Band sburgh), the Marks ert Band (Hermitage, PA.),
The Florida State Summer Wind Ensemble, ie Mellon Pre-College'Summer Wind Ensemble,
t Clinic), T t Ridge Middle School Wind
Ensemble (2010 Midwest Clinic), and t te Univ@y ) Concert Band.
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Travis resides in Mercer with his wi a son.

Program No

In the late 180 ican Old ided a backdrop for a host of legendary colorful characters
including gallant law d infamous aws. Mr. Charles Earl Bowles, better known as Black Bart, was
one su us outlaw who r@a&ted in Northern California and southern Oregon. Beginning in July of

nal robbery i mber of 1883, Black Bart made daring thefts of stage coaches (mostly
argo). T received fame for these bold robberies, Bart was also known for holding

e tgun, never harming a passenger, and leaving behind poetic messages

r his heists. Detectives eventually tracked Bart down only nine days after his final heist, and after his trial

determined that mitted 28 robberies during an eight-year criminal career. After serving four

jail for His,crimes and receiving a pardon, it was reported that Bart moved to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

Rehear otes

The Las oach Heist depicts the final criminal act in the career of Black Bart. It is energetic, daring,
and % entless — referencing the better qualities of a man who lived a life of crime! Though all the
1

per n parts play a crucial role in providing rhythmic forward motion, the xylophone part adds an
especially nice timbre effect, and | recommend using hard rubber or wood mallets in the performance.

Yﬂ are a number of instances where there are harmonic clusters in accompaniment figures, which
alongside various articulation figures, add tension and excitement to the sound canvas and increase the
dramatic effect. As the piece thickens in texture, remind the ensemble to listen across to other parts so
that they are aware of important counter-melodies that add to the overall effect (consider measure 48—end
in tenor saxophone, French horn, and trombone). Thank you in advance for your support of this music,
and [ wish you and your ensemble the best as you study and perform The Last Stagecoach Heist!
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THE LAST STAGECOACH HEIST

TRAVIS J. WELLER
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