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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He received his bachelor's degree in music from James Madis
and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Bal
composmons have been performed worldw1de at conferences 1nc1 i

members of leadlng orchestras through j

premieres and performances in pre € S Carnegie

Kennedy Center, as well as performz @a Parade
As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys e numerouﬁs e and regional
honor bands and orchestras along witt

ional groups. Notable
guest conducting appearances have included (@estern International
Band Clinic, College Band Directors Eastern Regio ference, and MENC.
Additional conducting appe ces have included th nnedy Center and Meyerhoff
d as an adjunct professor of instrumental conducting
iversity in Maryland.

umental Publications for The FJH
. He resides in Baltimore with his

out th

of the Bladesmith conjures images of a master craftsman forging the perfect

sword. Thesdramatic music portrays the intense heat and the relentless pounding

as the ma%ent blade slowly begins to take shape. The slight reference to the

Dies I@e s convey the image of glowing metal, which almost seems to resemble
te a.

is;work correlates with Measures of Success® Book 1, Opus 2. No eighth notes
appear in wind instruments and range is limited to the first few notes learned on
each instrument. Percussionists will need brief instruction on playing a brake drum
(or you may use an anvil if one is available). If playing a brake drum, make sure it is
placed on a surface that allows the instrument to ring when struck (preferably with
a hard object such as a hammer). A wooden stick (such as a drum stick) will not

produce the desired sound. )
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