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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He received his bachelor's degree in music from James Madis
and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Bal
compositions have been performed worldwide at conferences includi
Band Directors National Conference, the Midwest Clinic,
Association National Conference, and the international trum
tuba/euphonium conferences. His active schedule of commiss
has incorporated groups ranging from elementary schoo
including the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, the Mi
University of Miami Wind Ensemble, Boston Brass,

members of leading orchestras throug j

premieres and performances in pres Carnegie

Kennedy Center, as well as performé ‘ i @a Parade.
As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engag numerous all-state and regional

guest conducting appearances have included
Band Clinic, College Band Dirxectors Eastern Regio
Additional conducting appe ces have included th
Symphony Hall. He has d as an adjunct profes
iversity in Maryland.

and Acting Symphonic ?

Currently, Mr. Ba ental Publications for The FJH
Music Company Inc. i ida. He resides in Baltimore with his
wife, Lisa,

ional groups. Notable
ic, Western International
ference, and MENC.

nnedy Center and Meyerhoff
r of instrumental conducting




About the Music

Metal was conceived as an opener or closer inspired by two different types of
“metal.” The first type manifests in the considerable use of metallic sounds in the
percussion section. The vast majority of the percussion instrumentation relies on
metal instruments, both pitched and non-pitched. The only exceptions are timpani,
snare drum and bass drum. The second inspiration actually comes from the genre
of “heavy metal.” [ grew up listening to a wide range of music and I often like to go
back to these early influences and explore the idea of setting them in a contemporary
framework. While the style does not completely emerge in full form, there are several
instances throughout the piece that suggest a strong heavy metal influence.

The opening section (measures 1-45) is centered around the presentation of the key
elements that will develop throughout the piece. These include rhythmic pulse
the establishment of melodic and rhythmic cells (which are expanded
the use of color articulation (in which multiple sounds contribute to
a note but the sustain is a different sound). There is also a brief nod t
in measure 27 that is more fully developed later, both in a loud, heavy &
and then in a lighter texture that is melodically based.

brass (particularly low trombones!) should growl here. The cept is to recreate
the sound of distorted electric guitars playing power chords.\Be sure the snare
drum is not pitched too high.

Measure 100 marks the beginning of a steady, deli
momentum. While it initially appears to be focused o
122, the listener soon discovers that the tru
rhythmic elements from throughout the pi
chords in the brass and low reedsgever an
This continues to build until the i

begi ni&o ,

t with power&% ined

ing harmoriig complexity.
haotic in @before
Metal was commissioned by th emble and director
Kathleen Jacoby to celebrate th e The fusion of styles in
the piece reflects the div. its evolution over the past
100 years. In addition, the p

school was founde t the “ a diverse group of students
and teachers wh come together @00 years and stand as one.

t1
ﬁts, the crash cymbal part in percussion 2 can be

d in the drum set crash cymbal (also on that part,
ame person playing ride and splash cymbals).
sed to cover crotales and bells if needed by not doubling
Percussion 1 is most practical on a drum set, though note
is still called for, specifically toward the end of the piece
e 141. Prior to that, it can be used at the director's discretion.

beginning at

ensity 'o
ival point at re
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Duration: 3:15 commissioned by the Herndon High School Wind Ensemble
in honor of the 100th anniversary of Herndon High School
Herndon, VA; Kathleen Jacoby, Director
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