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The Composer

James Stephenson’s music is a fresh and energizing soundscapeithat delights
audiences while maintaining integrity and worthwhile challenges for the performing
musician. This rare combination has rewarded Stephefisonwith ongoing projects
and commissions. His collaborations include a concexto for Branford Marsalis with
Rodney Mack, a work for the Dallas Symphony, and.a ¢oncerto for Philadelphia
Orchestra’s principal trombonist Nitzan Ha¥oz

Stephenson has been performed by many of today’s leading orchestras,including
Cleveland, the symphonies of Houston, Atlanta, Detroit, Baltimore, and dacksonville,
the Rochester Philharmonic, Florida ' Orehestra, Grand Rapids Symphony, Naples
Philharmonic, and Lake Forest Symphony.'His.music for wind ensemble has led to
commissions, performances, and recordings by bands suéh asithe USAF Band of
Liberty, “The President’s Own” U.S. Marine Band, Boston\University, and Columbus
State University. And work$ for brass have led to solg commissions from many
top-tiered orchestral players, including those from thesymphonies of Boston,
Chicago, Cincinnati, Montreal, Oregon, and the/Philadelphia Orchestra.

Stephenson studiéd aiNew\England Conservatofy, where he earned a Bachelor of
Music degree with distinetion in trumpget pérformance. He makes his home in the
Chicago ared withyhis wife, Sally, agperforming violinist, and their four children.

About thexMisic

Having recently attended a recital in New York, I realized that there is no substitute
for gorgeous'melodies played in a beautiful fashion. This concert band work,
Remeptbering Yesterdays, therefore, is a reflection on that realization, and is nothing
miere than a simple melody to be played as beautifully as possible.

There is no doubt that this will sound like a movie score, or even a show-tune from
a Broadway musical (must have been the New York influence, where I stayed in the
heart of Manhattan, near all of the theaters). I wanted to reflect on my childhood a
bit, when my father would sit and play the piano in our house for hours, pulling out
show-tune after show-tune. This short piece is recalling those times, the memory of
which [ am very fond.
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