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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and

and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Bal
compositions have been performed worldwide at conferences inclugi
Band Directors National Conference, the Midwest Clinic, i
Association National Conference, and the international tru
tuba/euphonium conferences. His active schedule of commiss
has incorporated groups ranging from elementary school
including the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, the Mi
University of Miami Wind Ensemble, Boston Brass,

i t
i bt
members of leading orchestras throug j 1d
premieres and performances in prest Carneg%ﬂd the
Kennedy Center, as well as performa ‘ l@ Parade.
-

e and regional

honor bands and orchestras along wit ; ional groups. Notable
guest conducting appearances have includ i C@Jestern International
Band Clinic, College Band Directors Eastern Regio ference, and MENC.

Additional conducting app ces have included th nnedy Center and Meyerhoff
d as an adjunct profes

Symphony Hall. He has of instrumental conducting
iversity in Maryland.

and Acting Symphoni ?
Currently, Mr. Ba ental Publications for The FJH

Music Company Inc. i . He resides in Baltimore with his
wife, Lisa, ir sons,

rmore was ssioned in honor of the 60™ anniversary of Edgar Allan Poe

dle School in andale, Virginia. To tie the school into the commission, | decided
to base t ce on “The Raven,” one of Poe’s most famous poems. In the poem, Poe
describ :@1 who is confronted by a raven and slowly descends into utter madness.

g sounds of the piano create an eerie backdrop to begin the work. The
ysterious harmonies and a lonely saxophone solo paint a picture of a desolate man
iet apartment. As tension builds, other instruments begin to answer the saxophone,
almost competing for attention and refusing to go away. This moves into ominous
chords presented in the brass, depicting the first sighting of the raven.

As the tempo quickens, the man begins to confront the raven, each time becoming
angrier and more forceful as the raven only responds, “Nevermore.” This anger continues
to mount until the music becomes violent, representing the man’s journey to insanity.
This chaos continues until the music suddenly releases into the dark and melancholy
piano line from the opening. A soft duet brings the listener back to the opening
melodies and leaves the audience wondering what has become of the man after his

encounter with the raven. W .



Duration: 4:30 commissioned by the Edgar Allan Poe Middle School Symphonic Band

Annandale, Virginia; Scott C. Niehoff and Zachary A. Gomez, Directors of Bands
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