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The Arranger

Chris Sharp, Ph.D. is a professional composer, arranger and orchestrator currently
living in Winter Haven, Florida. Educated at the University of Florida and the
University of Miami, he has served the music field in a wide range of capacities.
As a trombonist, Dr. Sharp worked as a full-time performing musician and band leader
at Walt Disney World for 11 years. In addition, he has served as an arranger/orchestrator
for the Disney parks worldwide since 1984, providing music for atmosphere groups,
live shows, recording sessions and national television broadcasts. He has written
for numerous freelance clients including Universal Studios, Ringli
Barnum & Bailey Circus, the Boston Pops, the Dallas Br ice bands
including the famed USAF Airmen of Note.

Dr. Sharp has served as a clinician and guest co io nd
has extensive experience as an adjudicator j i organizat@lcluding
Bands of America and Drum Corps In al. Hi osition rrangements
for concert and jazz band have enjoyed wi R rmances%ng annual
multiple times.

appearances at the Midwest Clinic! He 5@

Capture the spi ers wit ican Spectacular. This medley of
patriotic favorites eners on a | journey through American history as
told thro i fits msi{le‘gacy. God Save the Queen is now known to
ountry Tis of T/‘%\ ough the melody was borrowed from the
hymn. It reflects‘the protection the British Empire provided to

during h and Indian War.

Chester commemorate the American Revolution, when

won their independence from England. Hail, Columbia was the
United States’ t%nal anthem, and was played for the inauguration of
eorge Was merica’s emergence as a naval power during the War of 1812
ymbolized he stirring Columbia, Gem of the Ocean.

The be

1 Shenandoah marks the westward expansion of pioneers during the

early 1 ntury. When Johnny Comes Marching Home was the hopeful song of
wi d families as the country was torn apart by the devastation of the Civil War.
e e Cry of Freedom was a rallying point for the reunification and reconstruction of

post-war America.

oreign conflicts dominated the first half of the 20th century. A nostalgic rendition
of George M. Cohan’s Over There gives way to The Caisson Song of the U.S. Army.
Nods to the other armed forces lead into the grand finale, the beloved anthem
America, the Beautiful.

This piece, accessible to a wide range of bands, features modest instrumental ranges
and moderate technical demands. Numerous articulations are indicated throughout
the score to help provide a mature stylistic interpretation. For maximum expressivity,
be sure to observe all dynamics markings. Strive to achieve a flowing, horizontal
rendition of all lyrical passages, sustaining and supporting the longer duration notes
for their full value. Percussion parts, though important, should never overwhelm the

winds, but support and accompany them.
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The Girl I Left Behind Me
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