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The Composer

James Stephenson’s music is a fresh and energizing soundscape that delights
audiences while maintaining integrity and worthwhile challenges for the performing
musician. This rare combination has rewarded Stephenson with ongoing projects
and commissions. His collaborations include a concerto for Branford Marsalis with
Rodney Mack, a work for the Dallas Symphony, and a concerto for Philadelphia
Orchestra’s principal trombonist Nitzan Haroz.

Stephenson has been performed by many of today’s leading orchestras, including
Cleveland, the symphonies of Houston, Atlanta, Detroit, Baltimore, dnd Jacksonville,
the Rochester Philharmonic, Florida Orchestra, Grand Rapids Sympheny, Naples
Philharmonic, and Lake Forest Symphony. His music for wind ensemble has led to
commissions, performances, and recordings by bands such as the USAF Band of
Liberty, “The President’s Own” U.S. Marine Band, Boston University, and Coelumbus
State University. And works for brass have led to solo cominissions, from many
top-tiered orchestral players, including those from the sgmphonies of Boston,
Chicago, Cincinnati, Montreal, Oregon, and the Philadelphia Orchestra.

Stephenson studied at New England Conservatory, where he earned a Bachelan/of
Music degree with distinction in trumpet performance. He makes his home.in the
Chicago area with his wife, Sally, a performing violinist, and their four childrems
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About the Musie

In the fall of 2009, I had*heard that a well-known trumpet teacher, Jeanne Pocius, would be
stopping in th€ Chicago area-Still harhorifig ambitions as a trumpet player, | decided to set up
a lesson. Little did I know the event wodld have such a lasting significance.

L only spent an hour'with her, as both'ef our schedules were tight. However, during that hour,
[ got'te know'someéone on a differentlevel than just trumpet playing. Jeanne is a special human
being that cares deeply about{people, and works tirelessly for the better of others.

Such was‘thécase when ghedwas in Haiti on January 12, 2010, working with young musicians,
when on that day theymassive and deadly earthquake struck the region. Jeanne was fortunate—
she survived with “only” a broken arm and several deep bruises, having been the victim of a
collapsed roof. Though injured, she stayed in Haiti for 3 more months, working tirelessly to help
others for days, with'little or no food or shelter. She returned home to Boston—again just a
short stay—<bBeéfore returning once again to Haiti.

Fellow gmumpéters Mark Schwartz and Pat Shaner knew of Jeanne’s return to Boston on April
16th, an@ organized a surprise mass trumpet greeting for Jeanne at Logan airport. Wanting to
helpishow support and respect for Jeanne, [ asked if I could add a composed fanfare for the
activities. With the help of Mark, Pat and Michael Anderson, and the many trumpeters who
volunteered for the event, [ re-worked an existing trumpet etude to become Fanfare for an Angel,
for trumpet quartet, dedicated to and inspired by Jeanne Pocius. Sensing that this piece should
be grander than “just a trumpet quartet”, I later again re-scored it for concert band.

Two definitions of the word “phoenix” remind me of Jeanne Pocius:
° a person or thing of peerless beauty or excellence; paragon.

° a person or thing that has become renewed or restored after suffering calamity or
apparent annihilation.

In another sense, the piece itself has metaphorically had the life of a phoenix: rising from just a
trumpet etude, then growing to eventually become a piece for full concert band.

P
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