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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He received his bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages’
compositions have been performed worldwide at conferences including the College
Band Directors National Conference, the Midwest Clinic, American Strin
Association National Conference, and the international trumpet, horn, tr one and
tuba/euphonium conferences. His active schedule of commissions and p i

Kennedy Center, as well as performances at the M ksgiving P@

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys eng i ional

honor bands and orchestras along wi i : i s.Notable

guest conducting appearances have it @ ernational
ENC.

Additional conducting appearances ha' € ter and Meyerhoff
rumental conducting
and Acting Symphonic Band Director at Towson Uni it aryland.

irector of Instrumen ublications for The FJH
erdale, Florida. He resides in Baltimore with his

y a phenomenon by the same name in which clouds
| pattern as waves in the ocean. There are several resources

The open ction is very atmospheric. The use of various bowed instruments
and s lIs on percussion create a unique texture in which the initial melody
appea e entire opening is meant to represent a slow elapse of time—what it

ay be like to witness a gravity wave impacting a cloud layer in real time. As the
o picks up, the music shifts to represent a time-lapsed version of a gravity
wave in which all events are sped up. The irony in this section lies in the fact that
the percussion section provides the time lapse (moving at quick speeds) while the
winds continue to move in slow, broad rhythms and harmonies.

As the music continues to develop, the different layers of sound begin to move at
quicker speeds—in essence, “catching up” to the quicker time lapse. Ultimately, the
music returns to the broad, fanfare lines from earlier in the work, but woodwinds
now join the percussion to push the music forward at a more frantic pace.
Ultimately, the furious pace takes over and the entire ensemble plunges into a type
of chaos before emerging in rhythmic unison to end the piece.
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