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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He received his bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and his master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages'
compositions have been performed worldwide at conferences including the College
Band Directors National Conference, the Midwest Clinic, American String Teachers
Association National Conference, and the international trumpet, horn, tr one and
tuba/euphonium conferences. His active schedule of commissions and premieres has
incorporated groups ranging from elementary schools to professio
including the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, the Miami S
University of Miami Wind Ensemble, Boston Brass, members
Marine Band, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. His music has
members of leading orchestras including the St. Louis S i
Orchestra, Detroit Symphony, Chicago Symphony, San g
Symphony, and others. He has also enjoyed world

including Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy Center, as

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys £s with numerous tateand
regional honor bands and orchestras i ersity and professional groups.
Notable guest conducting appearances have i d the Midwﬁc ic, Western

International Band Clinic, College Band T sastern Regional)Conference, and
MENC. Additional conducting appearances nedy Center and
has also served as an ct professor of instrumental

Meyerhoff Symphony Hall.

son University in Maryland.

Currently, Mr. Balmag ector of Instr ntal Publications for The FJH
Music Company Ing. i dale Florid@resides in Baltimore with his wife,

le Dance is of piece for me. It depicts a celebration in the middle of a
le. It’s not s people—it actually represents the celebration of all living

s—animals, ts, and people—all coming together in a high energy celebration
of life and re. The melody itself is quite infectious and is treated as a passacaglia.
With the ion of one measure (which separates the brief coda from the rest of

the w, the melody repeats constantly while the textures, rhythms, and harmonies
aroun hange and develop.

e two melodic ideas in the piece are juxtaposed at ms. 49 for the first time when
the low reeds, brass and percussion provide ensemble hits in the background. The
melody is then taken over completely by percussion, with the temple blocks continuing
the melodic ideas in the absence of any wind instruments. As the piece begins to build
once again, themes are slowly layered on each other. Eventually, the two main themes
are juxtaposed once more, with a second presentation of the themes occurring one
measure later. Thus, beginning at ms. 97, there are three individual themes being
heard. A climax occurs as a chorale is superimposed on the incredibly vibrant
tapestry of sound before the piece comes to a close.

Make sure the percussion does not overplay the band. Each individual part will need
to be balanced so percussion comes across as an ensemble and not a bunch of
individual players competing for the spotlight.

Jungle Dance was commissioned by the Lawton C. Johnson Summit Middle School

Bands under the direction of Michelle Brick. p
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Duration: 3:00

commissioned by the Lawton C. Johnson Summit Middle School Bands
Summit, New Jersey, Michelle Brick, Director

JUNGLE DANCE
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