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The Composer

has incorporated groups ranging from elementary sch
including the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, the Mi
University of Miami Wind Ensemble, Boston Brass,
Marine Band, and the Dominion Brass
members of leading orchestras includ

Y by
ony, Philadelphia
Orchestra, Detroit Symphony, Chicag i hony, National

Symphony, and others. He has also enjo emieres in :r igious venues

including Carnegie Hall and the Kenne ell as performances at the
Macy’s Day Thanksgiving Parade.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements wi@m s all-state and regional

honor bands and orchestr ong with university a rofessional groups. Notable
guest conducting appea ve included the Midwes®Clinic, Western International
Band Clinic, College B rs Eastern R al Conference, and MENC.
Additional condu have inclu e Kennedy Center and Meyerhoff
Symphony Hall. erved as an a t professor of instrumental conducting
and Acting Symphonic irector {, n University in Maryland.

o

Currently, es is the Dlrec nstrumental Publications for The FJH
ic Co Ing. in Fort Laud , Florida. He resides in Baltimore with his

ons, Jafﬁiollin.

out the sic

Temple O@IWGIS was inspired by a recent trip I took to Riviera Maya, Mexico,
and t Mayan archaeological site called Bonampak, which is located about
i uth of a larger site called Yaxchilan. More specifically, “The Temple of
he Murals” refers to what is known as Structure 1, a building containing 3 rooms
ncredible paintings. Several expeditions have studied, photographed, and
created reproductions of the paintings, the oldest of which date back in time to 790.
Amazingly, the research indicates that each room was painted in a single session.

This work depicts the art in each of the three rooms, beginning with the first room
that houses a painting depicting the robbing of priests and nobles. This painting
includes images of musicians playing trumpets, drums and other instruments. This
scene is reflected in the opening passage of the work, which begins with those particular
instrument groups presenting a two-measure motive that reappears throughout the
work. The music has an air of nobility and continues to harness more power as the
piece develops.

The mood becomes more solemn to portray an image of the nobles. This, without
warning, leads to a sudden burst of energy that thrusts the listener into the second
room depicting a war scene. The rhythm and energy of this section are relentless.
The fanfares and flourishes in the winds only increase the tension of the music,
which develops mainly through textural and harmonic changes. Eventually, a fugue
emerges to signify multiple groups fighting in a devastating battle.



Ultimately, the fanfare themes and flourishes return as the music moves into a massive percussion statement
that takes the listener into the third room of Structure 1 — where a ceremony is depicted in which dancers
don masks of the gods. To illustrate such an event, this section of the piece draws on an actual Mayan warrior
dance song called Xtoles. This melody is said to have been chanted by warriors in praise of the Mayan Sun
God. Because it is over 1,000 years old, there are several interpretations of the tune. In this piece, it first
appears at measure 92. As the ceremony becomes more intense, so does the orchestration. The section
develops into a canon, and ultimately the melody is heard simultaneously with two identical imitations that
occur at 2 beat intervals. As each imitation is introduced, supporting harmonies and rhythms beco
more complex.

unites all three sections in a final powerful statement.

Temple of the Murals was commissioned by the Western Plains Wind Consorti
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Garden City (KS) High School tt, Daniel @n, Directors
Cheney (KS) High Sch Travis John irector

nd; Kyle kins, Director

McPherson
Hoosic Valley hool Band; iNo nson, Director
Southwestern&

choo

ersity Wi mble; James South, Director
School mon Regehr, Director

“Pane Danielsen, Director
ds; Frank Tracz, Director

of Kansa ity Band; Tom Stidham, Director
and Gayla‘Elliott; Dedicated to Norman and Clara Elliott and Walter and
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Jasper H%‘ ool (Plano, TX); Charley Hendrix, Director
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