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The Arranger

Timothy Loest is a name in instrumental music synonymous with creativity, versatility
and accessibility. His works for band possess an imaginative, well-crafted style that
resonates with performers and audiences worldwide.

Mr. Loest had his first work published in 1995. Today he is an exclusive composer
and arranger for The FJH Music Company Inc. His bestselling FJH suppl
methods include Warm-ups and Beyond and Rhythms and Beyond. He

Mr. Loest is band director at F.E. Pea ~An ASCAP
award-winning composer, he strives t education { his writing

and teaching. :

About the Mu

One of the most 51 orks for ban@ustav Holst’s Second Suite in F for
1T ¥¢onsists of four movements based on
t, Song of the Blacksmith, is a favorite

of its rhythmic vitality and novel anvil sound.

Eést (1874-1934) is best known for his orchestral
i

or wind band are significant works in their own
@ ’ band suites are melodically engaging, harmonically
sive

arrangem e to the original in many ways. For instance, it preserves
ey of F majo well as Holst’s compositional form. It also preserves Holst’s

dynamic and articulation choices
Where used alternating 4/4 and 3/4 time signatures, this arrangement is in
4 4 1th the occasional appearance of a 2/4 measure. To make the work more
rhythms have been notated using note values more familiar to younger
usi¢ians.

ThlS arrangement, like the original, is scored for few percussion instruments.
Ideally, the anvil should be played with a heavy hammer. The weight and sound of
the hammer will dictate the tempo, as well as note lengths in the winds. For safety
reasons (especially with young players), a brake drum played with a hard plastic
mallet may be substituted. Because the suspended cymbal part consists of rolls,
as well as articulated rhythms, two players may cover the part (one with yarn mallets
and one with drumsticks). If one player covers the part, then drumsticks should be used.

Unlike the original, this arrangement includes an optional mallet part. Two different
endings are also provided. The “original ending” follows Holst’s orchestration,
which sounds the final chord without bass voices. On the other hand, the “optional
ending” includes snare drum, anvil, and a final quarter note in the bass voices.
This “optional ending” may be more suitable, as it finalizes a single movement from

a four-movement suite.
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Duration: 1:30 dedicated to the 2011 Oregon Music Educators Association All-State Middle School Honor Band
Gene Burton, Coordinator

THE SONG OF THE BLACKSMITH

from Second Suite in F for Military Band GUSTAV HOLST
Arranged by
TIMOTHY LOEST
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piece at www.fjhmusic.com Any duplication is an infringement of U.S. copyright law.
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