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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He received his bachelor's degree in music from James Madis
and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Bal
composmons have been performed worldw1de at conferences 1nc1 i

members of leading orchestras includin i i

Orchestra, Detroit Symphony, Chicagg Sy r‘W\iatlonaﬂ
Symphony, and others. He has also ¢ i ﬁo s venues
including Carnegie Hall and the Ken , as well as perf es at the

Macy’s Day Thanksgiving Parade.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engage i n‘@all—state and regional
honor bands and orchestrasslong with university ofessional groups. Notable
guest conducting appearanc ave included the Mid Clinic, Western International

Band Clinic, College B ors Eastern Regional Conference, and MENC.
Additional conducting s have incluge Kennedy Center and Meyerhoff

Symphony Hall. as an adj fessor of instrumental conducting
@n University in Maryland.

Instrumental Publications for The FJH
orida. He resides in Baltimore with his

out ée usic
lchab was commissioned by the Washburn University Wind Ensemble and its
ec r. Mark Norman, in honor of alumnus Robert “Bob” Dole. The piece was
at the Kennedy Center with Dole's immediate family in attendance. The title
ch od” comes from the university's mascot, and the main themes from the work are
n from the alma mater, though it is set in a much more contemporary ochestration.

The opening fanfare recurs throughout the work in variations, though the rhythmic
motif in the 1st measure is constant throughout. The alma mater itself doesn't begin to
appear until ms. 23 in the horns, moving into the piccolo. Additional fragments begin to
appear at ms. 35 (oboe) and moves to piccolo, bassoon, tenor sax and euphonium. The
first major climax of the work is at ms. 51 where all fragments finally come together and
the tune is presented in the fullest form found in the composition, while the opening
fanfare motif continues to build until the music finally returns to the exact opening
material (presented with new harmonies and orchestration).

The intense harmonies of the final chord are somewhat released when the remainder of
the ensemble comes in, lessening the effect of the half step interval, yet still providing
the edge needed to complete the work.

This is easily one of my most contemporary pieces for wind band to date, and I am

absolutely thrilled with the results. W
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Duration: 3:30

commissioned by the Washburn University Wind Ensemble
Topeka, Kansas; Mark Norman, Director,
in honor of Robert “Bob” Dole
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