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The Composer

Timothy Loest is a name in instrumental music synonymous with creativity, versatility
and accessibility. His works for band possess an imaginative, well-crafted style that
resonates with performers and audiences worldwide.

Mr. Loest had his first work published in 1995. Today he is an exclusive composer
and arranger for The FJH Music Company Inc. His bestselling FJH suppl
methods include Warm-ups and Beyond and Rhythms and Beyond. He
co-writer of Measures of Success®: A Comprehensive Musicianship B

on various aspects of instrumental music. He frequently gue
throughout the United States and regularly accepts commissio

Mr. Loest received his Bachelor of Music Education degr,
and his Master of Music degree from Northwestern U i
MENC, ASCAP, Illinois MEA, the Illinois Grade Schoo iation, an

Christian Educators Association Inter
Mr. Loest is band director at F.E. Pea iddle ool in Itasca, Ilinois)An ASCAP
award-winning composer, he strives t educatior{ his writing

and teaching.

Stone Serpent Mound ed on Dece 17, 2008, when Kentucky
band director Anni cted me a ommissioning a work for
the Boyd County ol Band. Th numerous correspondences,

& emorate some aspect of

erestlng historical site—a prehistoric
o ty owned by Marathon Petroleum.
é. Sanders, the sandstone-cobbled mound

i d Local businessman Lansing G. Brisbin, Jr.
7]

971. It is 191.4 meters in total length with a head
n to pour through my mind: Who made the mound? When

11 meters wide at its broadest point.*

questions
was it made? For what reason was it constructed? Was it a monument? Did it
somehow a part in ritualistic or ceremonial life? With those questions in
mind, llo my musical imagination to construct melodies and supportive

Q that matched my thoughts and feelings about the mound.
ﬁprehlstorlc people built the mound, its subject, the serpent, has been
igmatic icon of many cultures, including American Indian. Therefore,
1t seemed fitting to me to create a musical composition that embraced tonal
propertles of Native American music. Such properties are embodied in the
work’s ominous harmonies, beating tom-toms, and persistent sleigh bells.

The work also includes an aleatoric section, complete with rattles, which
represents slithering, hissing snakes.

I hope that this work leads to increased interest in cultural discoveries, both
actual and artistic. Many thanks are due to Annie Johnson and the Boyd County
Middle School Band for their generous patience as I slowly and meticulously
worked through the artistic process.

*Sanders, Sarah L. “The Stone Serpent Mound of Boyd County, Kentucky:

An Investigation of a Stone Effigy Structure.” Midcontinental Journal of
Archaeology, Vol. 16, No. 2 (1991): 272-284.
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Duration: 2:30 commissioned by the Boyd County Middle School Band, Ashland, Kentucky;,
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STONE SERPENT MOUND

TIMOTHY LOEST
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Summoning the Serpent Incantation (J=72)

(open repeat)
(Note to conductor: M49 Cues = 1) Timp./Tbn., 2) Rattles, 3) Hisses)
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- = y - z
- ¢ »
B. Ch. Rattle (shake at random, watch for cue)
Perc.4 n i = = a g i g = = =
-
mp
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