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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison University and his
master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages’s works for
symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been performed throughout the world,
including the College Band Directors National and Regional Conferences, the Midwest

venues such as Carnegie Hall.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagemen

regional honor bands and orchestras, university gro ssional erjﬁles
throughout the country. Notable guest i the
Midwest Clinic, College Band Directg i w’\lind
Conductors Conference, the Atlanti ble, and
Meyerhoff Symphony Hall in Baltimo professor
of instrumental conducting and acting e sym and at Towson
University in Maryland.

Currently, Mr. Balmages is Director of Instrume < ’ublications for The FJH
Music Company Inc. in For derdale, Florida. He resides in Baltimore with his

wife, Lisa, and their so, and Collin.

bly be t e ironic piece that I have ever written in my life.
u31c pro eceived a grant to commission a new work. The work
tof t for the students. But just before starting the piece,
éPalese band director at Prairie Hill Elementary in Cary,
ois, that th d a budget shortfall. The grant itself was not affected, but
of the man s was the band program, grades 5-8.

So began the process of writing a world premiere for a band that would no longer
exist after@rformance. Even more ironic was that it was written as the final piece
for th rt. It would now be the last work the band would ever play. The title,
Iz isions, focuses on this important issue facing the arts everywhere.

ved the following words from Rick Palese, who commissioned the work:

We were quite surprised that everything went down the way it did.
Everything happened so fast, and it seemed like all of the conditions created
the perfect storm. We are not alone either... many districts...are cutting
programs and losing teachers. ...l know what you mean about the irony of
the situation. I had no idea this would play out like this when I first pursued
the grant. | assumed we would experience some belt-tightening, but never
thought total elimination would happen....I'm also OK with the subject
matter tying into what is going on. There is a lot of frustration and conflict in
what once was a very unified staff, but at the same time, glimmers of
optimism, as some of us consider new possibilities.

This piece serves as an important reminder that we must all share our passion for
music with others. When people look to cut funds, we should state with a firm and
unified voice that it should not be from the arts. The arts are crucial to our culture

and to our own well-being. W
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