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ork was inspired by the boundless imagination of my 4-year-old son,
C It paints a picture of an attic coming alive with mysterious sounds as creatures
e out and celebrate nightfall. Beginning very quietly, the music continuously
bu1lds as the event becomes more and more chaotic. Finally, as dawn approaches,
the creatures retreat into the shadows, and quietly wait for the following night’s
celebration to begin.

My family loves to read books together before bedtime. It is in this light that I offer
the following prose, which may be shared with the audience by a student or faculty
member just before the performance to set the mood.



Creatures in the Attic

[ have a little secret

That I'll no longer keep,
Explaining lots of little sounds
When everyone’s asleep.

Is that wind I hear outside?

Or knocking at the door?

They just may be my fuzzy friends
Making noise between each snore.

They start off very quietly
When all the lights go out;

They check to make sure no one’s watching, Q 0

Then start to dance about.

Pretty soon they’re going crazy!
A midnight celebration!

I'm glad they’re having so mu
But where’s my invitation?

1,

As soon as dawn appr
They start to settle d
Putting all t toys a

They cease to as 0
And then we\wa ondering: Q

i or T ic? Q
der, but no k ;

ures in the

ening knockin n be created by having a student knock on the top
of or a b g@o;ectlon experiment by hitting a large piece of wood
(such as a bro or two-by-four) against a wooden floor or board. Use your
imagination to cr: e perfect sound for your group. At measure 25, many students

given %})portunity to play any note. This can be a note already learned or a
C

ew one inets can practice notes over the break, for example.) The key clicks
toward@ simply refer to woodwinds clicking the keys on the instrument to
create,s ckling or clicking type of sound. They can all be at random speeds to
Lnice effect.

@ supplemental exercises give everyone an occasion to learn melody and bass
e. Once students have learned this, they can practice both together as a duet
Vor full ensemble. It is an excellent way to teach how a melody and bass line come

together to form a piece. W .
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Musical Jumpstart

SUPPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL
After learning the melody and bass lines seperately, divide the class or pair up with a friend to play them both at the same time.
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