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Prcq Notes

E m the Deep is the result of a previous collaboration that produced Moscow,
4 hen asked to compose a second piece for Perry Hall Middle School, I gladly

accepted and began thinking of material. It was in the car that | heard an interview

with author Alex Kershaw about his book Escape from the Deep.

Kershaw tells the true story of the U.S. Navy submarine Tang and the events that
took place in October 1944 (just three years after the events in Moscow, 1941, both
being associated with World War II). Most importantly, the book recounts the story
of the only Americans to date who have managed to escape from a sunken submarine.
Tang was a legendary sub, having sunk more enemy ships, rescued more downed
airmen, and successfully executed more dangerous surface attacks than any other
Allied submarine in the Pacific. It was on its fifth patrol when disaster struck.



Tang fired what would be its last torpedo. The torpedo began right on target,
suddenly malfunctioned and turned back toward the Tang. Ultimately, it hit with
incredible force. Those who survived the blast sunk to the bottom of t
feet beneath the surface, while enemies dropped depth charges fro

pressure. They were joined by four other men who v
and managed to tread water for over eight hours. It
incredible tragedy.

omitted from the music.)

moments, then in a brief moment o and calm. (S rs have said that
there was actually no panic f fter the sib Rather, there was
bukst of energy portrays the
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Excerpts from America begin to a rms, ﬁr;é i@enaline-packed
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as composed emembrance that there is still hope in the midst of

t n’s love f usi€ and his passion for life are demonstrated in this work,
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and solitude. To,lea ore about Bryan and the foundation formed in his memory,
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commissioned by the Perry Hall Middle School Symphonic Band,
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