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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, producer, an

symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been perfor
including the College Band Directors National and Regional
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphonium Conference, the Int
Festival, and the International Trumpet Guild Conferen
commissions has included groups ranging from eleme
ensembles, including the Baltimore Symphony Or

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys
orchestras, university groups, and p

@ds and
Notable guest conducting appearan t

mbles throughouf the country.

d the Ml% inic, College
Band Directors Regional Conference, i ofiducters Conference,
the Atlantic Classical Orchestra Brass Ense , QSymphony Hall in
Baltimore. He has also served as an adjunct profes instrumental conducting

and acting director of the s honic band at TowsonUniversity in Maryland.

Music Company Ing. i rdale, Flori resides in Baltimore with his

wife, Lisa, and th nd Colli@

Currently, Mr. Balmag irector of Ins@ntal Publications for The FJH

its title sug is piece recreates the sound of a full cattle stampede through
se of multi cts. The music begins softly using open, simple harmonies in
anod to Aaron Copland. After this brief introduction, bass drum indicates the distant
beginning@e stampede. Members of the band then join in, with an option for
audiences ell. While not essential to the performance, audience participation
is,ext y effective. The score includes a staff dedicated to this part.

stampede continues to build, temple blocks enter to mimic the sound of horse

s. Up to five players (or more if wood blocks are available) may play this part.
Each percussionist should play the standard notated rhythm, but all at different
speeds to create a thick texture. Eventually, the full band states the powerful theme
a final time before the stampede begins to slow down. A single horse gallop (temple
blocks) leads the ritardando until the entire group has come to a halt. The open
harmonies from the introduction return a final time to paint a picture of the calm
western landscape experienced at the beginning.

I suggest discussing with the audience their participation ahead of time. Their visual
cue can be when the instrumentalists begin to stomp their feet. The conductor
should indicate their getting louder, although they will most likely follow the music
and grow louder on their own when asked to do so. The other important cue is for
bringing the audience down at the end before they eventually stop. If they continue
into the fermata, it is easy for the conductor to give a cutoff.
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Duration: 2:45 commissioned by the Lake-Lehman School District, Lehman, Pennsylvania;
Patrick A. Stanley, Director of Elementary Bands
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(getting more intense...)
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