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with composers Alfred Reed, Karl Korte, and Pulitz j i i C%s.
Equally at ease with modern and tradi 2 i . Syler’s sitions

m'sleclectic
ind ensemble,
u t the United

Awards include the 1993 National Band Association n Award, two grants
from the American Music er in New York, the rnald Gabriel Composition
Award, and numerous com ions. Mr. Syler has be n the music faculty at the

University of Texas at io since 2001, %eaches private composition and

orchestral, chamber, and choral work
States, Europe, and South America.

courses in American m

'che Bishop Ireton Symphonic Wind Ensemble in

his w
xandria, Virgini arwood Whaley as director. The title suggests the sounds
itional town square with its open-air gazebo or bandstand,

ed on Amerlca olk songs. The first movement is based on the southern folk
song Bac s Hall. The second movement is a chorale setting of the folk hymn
Verno e final movement uses the folk tune Happy Land, transformed into

a bar
ention in this piece was to pay respect to American folk song, as well as to
story of the American concert band, which was and still remains a vital part
of musical life in countless small towns. The work was completed in January 2002
m San Antonio, Texas.



I. March
The authorship of the southern American folk song, Bachelor’s Hall, is unknown
It was notated in Folksongs of Florida by Alton C. Morris from the recordi
Mrs. W.R. Guerry of Sanford, Florida, as she had learned the song from her mother
grew up in Darien, Georgia. The text of the song speaks of the carefree life of a
bachelor and scorns the bonds of matrimony. The original tune has no
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II. Chorale
This movement is a chorale setting of the f Vernon, w

Q«ras written by
e singing-school

inal was written by Leonard Breedlove in the mid-1800s.
to a barn dance by using more syncopation, grace notes,
Below is the original tune.

delk Happy Land is also uncertain, but this particular




commissioned by Bishop Ireton Symphonic Wind Ensemble,

Duration: 7:00

Alexandria, Virginia, Garwood Whaley, Director
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