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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison University and his
master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages’s works for
symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been performed throughout the world,
including the College Band Directors National and Regional Conferences, the Midwest

Band Directors Regional Conference,
the Atlantic Classical Orchestra Brass
Baltimore. He has also served as an
and acting director of the symphonic

ducting
yland.

C {ns for The FJH
da. He r altimore with his

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Directo
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdale, F
wife, Lisa, and their sons, Jacob and Collin.
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n comes@he strangest places. In this case, | was on an
0 en a flight attendant announced that she was

j r a father and husband who was serving in the
seas (and ecting another child). She invited everyone to write

i or both. The attendant had only met the soldier on a
t, but felt t@omethmg she could do to support him. Once full, she would

it to him e journal reached me, I wanted to offer my thanks as many
rs had done ping through hundreds of pages, | was amazed at how many

veterans epresented [ also saw a scribbled drawing that had “Brandon, age 3”
below i as [ went to write, | saw this:

ddy is in the Army. Sometimes [ miss hlm but [ know he’s OK.
ope you come home soon. God bless you.”

— Lauren, age 8

As a father of two little boys, this all but tore my heart out. It made the brave men
and women in our military, and those of other countries, that much more incredible.

The music is based on two well-known themes: Lullaby by Brahms, and the famous
hymn Eternal Father, Strong to Save. | knew that these two pieces could embody
all the emotions I felt after reading Lauren’s letter. The work draws mostly on small
fragments from each piece, using them as the basis for original music. Toward the
middle of the work, however, the entire theme to Eternal Father, Strong to Save
emerges, while a modified version of Echo Taps occurs in the background. Taps is
not used to symbolize death here. Rather, it is used to communicate the ideas of
sadness and longing. Shortly, the music becomes triumphant and celebratory in
nature. The ending mimics the sound of a music box playing Lullaby, portraying the
father now holding his little girl before putting her into bed for the night, while the

music box winds down. W )
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